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FROM THE 
PRESIDENT
ANDY FOSTER

‘If you do what you’ve always done – you’ll get 
what you’ve always got.’ – We all know the quote 
usually attributed to Albert Einstein. 

Today I watched hundreds of young people 
marching, demanding action on Climate Change. 
Their challenge to us is to do things differently, 
because getting what we’ve always got is looking 
like the road to ruin. We face the twin catastrophes 
of global warming and mass species extinction but 
if we were the proverbial frog in the boiling pot we 
still seem to be cranking the temperature up.  

It’s clear that business as usual has to change. 
Several councils are now declaring ‘climate 
emergencies’, but words are much easier than 
actions that actually make the difference. We 
all have to work out how we – individually and 
collectively as people in positions of influence and 
responsibility – can act to reduce our footprint 
on the planet. We all know that transport is a 
huge contributor to carbon emissions. Designing 
our cities and our transport systems to minimize 
emissions is going to take massive change but it is 
essential. 

Business as usual also bedevils us in road safety. 
Our Government has committed to safety being 
the number one transport priority. However road 
deaths are still rising. We can completely turn that 
around, and much more easily than the climate 

emergency – again we need the great words translated 
into action. Here business as usual is believing death and 
injury is inevitable, and blaming the road user. We know 
that will never fix the problem. Sure we need safer road 
users, but we have the ability and responsibility to create 
safer roads, implement safer speeds, and provide safer 
vehicles that collectively can help mitigate our inevitable 
human failings. 

On safer vehicles, our car re-registration arrived today, 
including the removal of the ACC vehicle risk rating 
differential whereby the levy on safer cars was lower 
than on more risky cars. We disagree with removing the 
differential, which flies in the face of NZTA’s excellent 
‘unsell’ campaign explaining why parents should not buy 
(their teenage children) 1 and 2 star cars. NZTA says 81% 
of New Zealand’s young driver deaths and serious injuries 
happen in a one or two star car. The risk rate appears up 
to 5 times greater than in a 5 star vehicle.

Trafinz strategic objective is that ‘everyone in New 
Zealand can get where they want to go safely and 
sustainably’. We are a long, long way from that. We’d love 
you to get involved and help us help make that a reality. 

Best wishes,

Cr ANDY FOSTER

PRESIDENT
New Zealand Traffic Institute  (Trafinz)



ANOTHER KEYNOTE PRESENTER 
ANNOUNCED. 
A draft programme will be available early June. 

John Wall is recognised as one of Australia’s 
leading specialists in the application of Intelligent 
Transport Systems (ITS) for road safety. He has 
over 25 years of experience in the development of 
road safety strategies and countermeasures. He 
holds tertiary qualifications in agricultural science, 
education and public health. 

At the beginning of 2019 John commenced his 
current role as Program Manager for Connected 
and Automated Vehicles in Austroads; the 
organisation for Australasian road transport 
and traffic agencies. Austroads members are 
collectively responsible for the management of 
over 900,000 kilometres of roads valued at more 
than $250 billion representing the single largest 
community asset in Australia and New Zealand.

How safe, accessible and able to provide 
sustainable mobility is the existing road network 
for self-drive, connected and autonomous 
vehicles?
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MC Andie Spargo is one of the founding members 
of The Court Jesters, the improvisation and corporate 
entertainment arm of the Court Theatre. He was also a 
member of The Outwits, who were labeled “the best MC’s 
in NZ” more than once. You might have seen him in the 
Christchurch botanical gardens doing a summer theatre 
show. He has been a professional entertainer for over 
20 years, as well as being an accomplished copywriter, 
brand strategist, creative director, voice over artist and 
smart mouth punk. Happiest wearing a false moustache 
and adopting a ridiculous accent, he has created bespoke 
characters for Coca Cola, Air New Zealand, Vero, Apple, 
Vodafone, Yellow and Uno Loco. When not being the front 
man for an event, he can be found in the Waitakeres 
bushwalking or refreshing his browser to see what Trump 
said/ did in the last 5 minutes. #somuchwinning

In July 2011, American Venture Capitalist Marc Anderson 
was quoted as saying “Google is working on self-driving 
cars, and they seem to work. People are so bad at driving 
cars that computers don’t have to be that good to be 
much better”.  The problem is that fully automated driving 
is not just reliant on having a good computer, it also relies 
on having quality physical and digital infrastructure. 
Just how good does our road network need to be? 
Austroads has recently completed a study of 25,000 km 
of urban and rural highways across Australia and New 
Zealand to try and answer that question.

John’s presentations will challenge what you know about 
technology changes in vehicles, road environments and 
how they enable people to achieve safe and sustainable 
mobility.

trafinzconference.co.nz

SMART, SAFE & ACCESSIBLE PLACES

https://www.trafinzconference.co.nz/
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THE MIGHTY WAIKATO RIVER TOUR
Come and enjoy a relaxing cruise on New 
Zealand’s longest waterway flowing through 
Hamilton. For the Waikato River tour click here

WELCOME FUNCTION
To be held at the end of the conference day; but still at 
Claudelands.  This will be a fun, interactive couple of 
hours. We are still working on the exciting elements of this 
evening and will be in touch.

CONFERENCE DINNER
Here is a chance for you to celebrate and unwind with 
your colleagues and other delegates after an intense 
couple of days of learning. Join us for the dinner and 
drinks reception at Zealong Tea Estate from 6:00pm.

The dress up theme is “wear a hat” 
(suitable for a garden party, high tea, your choice).

Trafinz Achievement awards and the Cedric Rogers 
Memorial award will take place at the dinner, so join us in 
celebrating the professional success of your colleagues.

SOCIAL PROGRAMME
Full programme click here. 

Two very exciting (and unique) options for you to 
do on Sunday.  Arrive early to take in some of the 
wonderful things that Hamilton has to offer.

SPONSORSHIP
Prospectus is available here.  
We’re excited to introduce some early, confirmed 
sponsors.

Exhibitor

Business Lounge Sponsor

WAITOMO CAVES
There is an opportunity to attend the Waitomo 
Caves as an informal networking opportunity on 
the night before day one of conference. 
If enough interest, there will also be an opportunity 
to dine in the caves. For Waitomo Caves click here. 

Claudelands

SIDRA SOLUTIONS Business Lounge ensures you will have 
a nice relaxed environment to chill in; along with the latest 
in newspapers and magazines.  
Oh … you can also charge your phones, ipads, laptops 
here as well.

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5ab2b3d0f407b4578e881f49/t/5ce78bb2104c7be3e3bf3386/1558678453713/Waikato+River+Explorer+and+Hamilton+garden+tour.pdf
https://www.trafinzconference.co.nz/networking
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5ab2b3d0f407b4578e881f49/t/5cca378c0d92973d8f14a9cd/1556756376320/Trafinz+2019+sponsorship+prospectus.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5ab2b3d0f407b4578e881f49/t/5ce78b96ee6eb03760a37380/1558678425408/Waitomo+Caves+tour.pdf
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NEWS  
FROM TRAFINZ

“April 2019 was the worst month for road deaths 
in New Zealand for over a decade. Last year we 
killed or injured someone’s loved one, every hour, 
of every day, of every month for the whole year 
on our roads, and this year is looking even worse, 
particularly with April’s horrific crashes near Taupo,” 
says the Trafinz President, Councillor Andy Foster. 

Recent research has confirmed that in addition 
to these road deaths, a massive 56% of all New 
Zealand trauma hospitalisations are the result of 
road crashes. “Those injuries often have lifelong 
impacts on people’s quality of life,” says Cr Foster. 
“They also have the immediate consequence of 
clogging up our hospitals. The number of deaths 
and injuries is rising faster than can be explained 
by population or economic growth, and there is 
still a lack of urgency in taking the actions which 
we know will save lives and prevent injuries. 
The current level of death and injury is neither 
inevitable nor acceptable.”

“As Road Safety Week 2019 ends Trafinz is calling 
for survivable speed limits across New Zealand.” 
says Trafinz Vice President John Goettler.
“It is madness to rely on four inches of paint to 
prevent head-on collisions between vehicles 
travelling at 100 km/h towards each other. In this 

Welcome to Bike on NZ Charitable Trust Paul McCardle 
who has just joined Trafinz as an Associate member.

Details of how to join Trafinz are on our website. 
trafinz.org.nz/trafinz-membership

Special deal! No charge for first year for City and District 
Councils.

TRAFINZ JOINS CALL TO 
QUICKLY IMPLEMENT 
SURVIVABLE SPEEDS ACROSS 
NEW ZEALAND 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER

situation if one person makes a mistake, often many 
people die. Unless we are happy to accept increasing 
levels of death and serious injury we have to install 
median barriers or reduce speeds to levels where crashes 
won’t almost certainly kill people.” 

“While there is an element of human error in almost every 
crash, if we just keep on blaming the road users without 
fixing the system so that mistakes don’t kill, people will 
keep on dying and getting hurt,” says Cr Foster. “The 
median barriers at Paekakariki are a spectacular example 
of life saving. In the year before they went in 7 or 8 people 
died. In the 14 years since the barrier was installed there 
have been no deaths, but the barrier has been hit at least 
130 times.” 

“Every serious crash should be investigated by Police and 
road safety specialists, not just to determine what went 
wrong, and whether a road user was at fault, but most 
importantly whether there was something we as roading 
authorities and those with responsibility for delivering 
road safety could have done to prevent it, and to stop a 
repeat event,” says Mr Goettler. 

“The Taupo crashes would certainly have been prevented 
had median barriers been in place,” says Mr Goettler. 
“Barriers prevent at least 90% of fatalities and serious 
injuries. They are particularly important on busier roads 
where there is a greater chance of someone coming the 
other way if you cross the centre line. If we are going to be 
serious about saving lives, and ethically, surely we must 
be, then we cannot keep 100kph speed limits on roads 
with high traffic volumes and no median barriers.” 

“Trafinz is delighted that this Government has made 
safety its top transport priority,” concluded Cr Foster. “If we 
could match the leading road safety countries we would 
save more than 250 lives a year and avoid roughly 2500 
serious injuries. We know there are well proven solutions. 
We need safer roads and safer speeds and we need 
action now.”

https://www.trafinz.org.nz/trafinz-membership


6

The  71th Annual General Meeting was held in 
Wellington on 27 March 2019.

The existing office bearers were all re-elected:

President: 
Cr Andy Foster 
Life Member

Vice President: 
John Goettler 
Life Member

Secretary: 
Susan Lilley 
Dunedin City

Treasurer: 
Robyn Denton 
Hamilton City

The Executive has the following returning members;
Cr Pippa Coom 
Auckland – Waitemata Local Board

Cr Leo Tooman 
Hamilton City

Andrew Bell 
Auckland Transport

Rachel Cook 
Waikato Region

Martin Parkes 
Tauranga City

Bruce Johnson 
Kapiti Coast

Paul Barker 
Wellington City

Margaret Parfitt 
Nelson City

Steffan Thomas 
Christchurch City

Ngaire Pattison 
SASTA

Ellen Blake 
Living Streets

Glenn Bunting 
NZTA

Peter McKennie 
NZ Police

Steve Spence 
Life Member

2019 AGM
Introducing two new members;

Ulrich Glasner 
(Queenstown Lakes DC) 

Ulrich was born and bred in Germany and graduated in 
Civil Engineering in 1987. 

He and his wife moved to New Zealand in 2006. Ulrich’s 
focus was mainly on asset management of stormwater, 
wastewater and water supply, at first with Duffill Watts & 
King and then Western Bay of Plenty District.

In 2013 Queenstown Lakes District Council reviewed their 
organisational structure to improve quality of service. In 
the process Ulrich was appointed Chief Engineer. 

Ulrich is a Chartered Professional Engineer  and member 
of the  Institute of Public Works Engineering Australia 
(IPWEA) and Water New Zealand. 

His special abilities and skills are guiding and motivating 
team members and implementing procedures to achieve 
quality, safety, timely production and compliance with 
budgets.

Environment and sustainability are matters of high priority 
to him.

Philip Shackleton 
(LGNZ representative) 

Principal Policy Advisor, Local Government New Zealand

Philip is a member of LGNZ’s Advocacy Team. He leads 
LGNZ’s Transport Project. He is also responsible for LGNZ’s 
economic development, international relations including 
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New Zealand China Mayoral Forum and tourism 
policy work programmes. Philip is an advisor on 
Three Waters policy and manages the LGNZ Metro 
Sector mayor and chief executive’s Forum.

Before joining LGNZ in 2010, Philip was Chief 
Executive of the Wanganui Chamber of Commerce 
and previously spent 5 years with the Wanganui 
District Council. 

Rachel Cook (Waikato Region) at lunch before the AGM 

Report on Trafinz Local Government Workshop 27 March 
2019

This half day workshop looked at ways various councils 
have responded to the shift in emphasis in the way urban 
street space is managed.  This change is about prioritising 
movement of people rather than just motorized vehicles 
and seeks to create people friendly places.

Brief presentations were made on behalf of:

Hamilton - proposals for Claudelands Bridge as a 
“shared pedestrian/ cyclist space” with a new multi-
colour scheme and low speed environment (30kph).  The 
practical implications of trying to implement 30km/h 
speeds for school zones were discussed.

Tauranga- Wharf Street / City Centre. Working with 
businesses to expand the footpaths into the street with 
temporary furniture.  Vehicle speeds dropped from 25 to 
15 kph mean. (see photo next page).

Wanaka- ‘Activation Trial’: Closure of several town centre 
streets to vehicles (including removal of lakefront parking) 
and a range of street activities to improve the connection 
with the lake. (see photo next page). 

Auckland- “tactical urbanism” trials in Shortland Street 
(Polka dots), Federal Street (shared space- concrete 
boxes), Alfred Street- University planting boxes.

Consultant Hamish Mackie facilitated discussion on 
problems, solutions and opportunities.  

INNOVATING STREETS FOR PEOPLE

New Members 
Welcome!
For information and an application form, 
click here. 

Annual Report

The President Cr Andy Foster thanked members for 
their work over the past year.  He highlighted the 
new business plan for Trafinz.  This was presented 
to the annual conference and after a further 
session with our consultants Diagram was adopted 
by the new Executive.  It is now available here.  It 
includes an action plan and work is underway on a 
Communications Strategy. 

Cr Foster also commented on the continued 
high standard of the annual conference and the 
submissions made to government.

https://www.trafinz.org.nz/trafinz-membership
https://www.trafinz.org.nz/trafinz-membership
https://www.trafinz.org.nz/trafinz-membership
https://www.trafinz.org.nz/trafinz-membership
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59920399e58c627dad6742be/t/5ce87563e4966bceba10dd35/1558738280027/Diagram_Trafinz-strategy+and+plan-2019+Final+v3.pdf
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Tauranga

Wanaka

This covered consultation with local businesses 
(ideally financial help with layout and 
maintenance), quick processes for low-risk trials, 
need for flexible approaches to Rules (approvals 
for trials).

NZTA representatives advised that they were considering 
draft guidance and case studies to help develop funding 
processes before main- streaming could occur.
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Trafinz has submitted to NZTA on two recent Land 
Transport Rule proposals:

Driver Licensing Amendment  
Trafinz is most concerned about the proposal to 
not test eyesight at the 10 yearly renewal of driver 
licenses and replace it with a declaration online 
and a test at age 45. Our eyesight changes over 
the years and this is generally a gradual process.  
Part of having a Safe System for Safer Journeys is 
that we all need to be Safe Drivers and a regular 
check of the fitness of our eyesight is a logical part 
of that. Once every 10 years may not be often 
enough for some, particularly for those in their 
middle years where eyesight changes can be 
significant but unnoticed. 

The results of analysis of the road accident records 
of a sample of 7,400 licence holders before and 
after having to wear glasses while driving were 
we are told in the supporting paper to be not 
conclusive. This is not surprising as the sample was 
small – about 0.2 % of the number of registered 
drivers. There is no clear argument there, for or 
against any change to the frequency of testing 
before age 75.

Obviously, the later someone sees and identifies 
a risk, the later they are in a position to react. That 
means less time and distance before the hazard 
is reached, so less chance of avoiding impact at 
higher impact speeds. It is considered that more 
serious crash outcomes will be the result.
Trafinz supported a number of other more minor 
proposals which would make the licensing process 
more efficient.

Light Vehicle Brakes Amendment 
Trafinz supports the proposal for ABS braking 
systems to be required for motorcycles of engine 
capacity over 125cc, or an electrically powered 
equivalent, and also for motorcycles with engine 
capacities over 50cc and not exceeding 125cc, or 

The recent publicity about a referendum on legalising 
or regulating the supply and use of cannabis sent me 
looking at what the experts say the effects could be on 
road safety.

What is the experience overseas when the law 
changes?  A recent paper from a Monash University 
researcher looked at road crash experience in three US 
States; Colorado, Washington and Oregon after they 
legalised Cannabis for recreational use in 2014-15. The 
researchers looked at the number of additional deaths 
after legalisation, and found there was on average one 
additional traffic fatality per million residents per month, 
in comparison to states that had not changed cannabis 
laws. However the increase was temporary, seeming to 
last for about a year following legalisation. See here.

NEW SUBMISSIONS

CANNABIS AND DRIVING

an electrically powered equivalent, to be fitted with ABS or 
CBS. Motorcycle safety is a priority area for Safer Journeys 
and Trafinz has been most supportive of research based 
initiatives to help reduce the present very high number of 
motorcycle road crashes. The risk of being killed or injured 
in road crashes is 21 times higher for motorcyclists than for 
car drivers travelling the same distance.

While the implementation date for ABS on new bikes is 
proposed to be 1 November 2019; for existing-model new 
and used motorcycles entering the fleet a delay until 
November 2021 is proposed. This would allow cheap used 
non ABS motorcycles to be imported for the next 2 years, 
as we read it. 

Trafinz supports a November 2019 date for both new 
and used imports entering the fleet, with a few minor 
exceptions.

Please see our website www.trafinz.org.nz for more 
information.

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/add.14536
http://www.trafinz.org.nz
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But even if this is correct, we want to reduce the 
number of deaths on the roads not keep them the 
same. We know how to test for alcohol, but how 
about other drugs?

I looked again at an excellent presentation from 
Wellington hospital-based Dr Paul Quigley at the 
2018 Trafinz Conference. In his presentation: ‘Drugs, 
What drugs?’ He argues that it is very difficult to 
detect specific drug use at the roadside and may 
not be worth trying. He says “it is impossible to keep 
up and test for new recreational drugs.”  
It is impairment of motor function and response 
times that matters and there are good tools 
coming available to test that. He said that road side 
impairment testing is effective and is independent 
of drug types. However roadside testing ultimately 
is inefficient, being reactive not proactive.

Dr Paul argued for:

A proactive programme

1. Societal acceptance of a ZERO tolerance for 
impaired driving, including those on recreational 
and prescription drugs.  This needs to be promoted 
hard – as done in Canada.

2. In car preventative measures:
- Universal alcohol interlocks
- Sweat, pupillomitry and blink rates monitors
- Accelerated adoption/retro fitting due to NZs 
aging car fleet

PS. plans for public consultation on options to 
improve the drug driver testing process have just 
been announced by Associate Transport Minister 
Julie Anne Genter and Minister of Police Stuart 
Nash. The consultation period closes on 
Friday 28 June. For more details click here or view 
the Ministry of Transport website.

Trafinz will be making a submission.  

We would welcome your views.

Brian Hasell    
hasellconsulting@snap.net.nz

An invitation to all Trafinz Members and other TLA staff 
Wellington, Wednesday 19 June 2019, 
9:00am for a 9:30am start. Closing at 12:30pm.

A New NZ Road Safety Strategy 

Following an overview  presentation  by MOT staff on 
their work in progress there will be an opportunity to 
workshop and give feedback on specific policy areas

Please register with Trafinz Secretary
susan.lilley@dcc.govt.nz by 12 June 2019
Location will be advised.

Background

In April 2018 Government announced a project for a new 
Road Safety Strategy to drive substantial improvements 
in road safety in New Zealand.  The project is to be 
implemented in 2020 and will replace Safer Journeys. 
Included in the project will be the setting of interim 
targets.  Also “The Government will investigate setting 
a target of zero road deaths,” said Associate Transport 
Minister Julie Anne Genter.

NEXT TRAFINZ WORKSHOP

trafinzconference.co.nz

https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/safety-focus-improved-drug-driver-testing
mailto:hasellconsulting%40snap.net.nz?subject=
mailto:susan.lilley%40dcc.govt.nz?subject=
https://www.trafinzconference.co.nz/
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All new cars sold in the UK and Europe from 2022 
are to be fitted with devices to automatically stop 
drivers exceeding the speed limit under sweeping 
changes to vehicle safety rules that the EU has 
provisionally agreed.   

The speed limiter device, called intelligent 
speed assistance (ISA), uses GPS data and sign 
recognition cameras to detect speed limits where 
the car is travelling, and then will sound a warning 
and automatically slow the vehicle down if it is 
exceeding the limit. According to TheGuardian.com, 
safety campaigners have described the move as 
one of the biggest leaps forward in 50 years and 
estimate it could save 25,000 lives by 2037.

Drivers will be able to override the device simply by 
pushing hard on the accelerator, reassuring some 

SPEED LIMITERS FOR NEW 
EUROPEAN CARS 

groups that have argued that in emergency situations 
speeding up could be safer.

The speed limiter is one of a range of safety features to 
be made mandatory along with automated emergency 
braking, electronic data recorders and improved visibility 
built into commercial vehicles for drivers to see vulnerable 
cyclists and pedestrians around the vehicle.

Double decker cycle parking in central Wellington
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NEWS  
FROM COUNCILS 
AND MEMBERS

The NZ Walking Summit 2019 examines the key 
role local government plays in providing for a safe 
walk to school and play for our children, and the 
essential connections between walking and public 
transport. This Summit will focus on how we can 
support the safest and sustainable modes of travel, 
walking and public transport. Register now for the 
Walking Summit on 20 – 21 June in Auckland.

Auckland Transport has received 11,007 submissions on its 
proposal to reduce speeds on some 700km of high-risk 
roads around the region (10 percent of the network). 90 
per cent of these are in rural areas.

AT Chief Executive, Shane Ellison says Auckland is facing 
a road safety crisis with a 78 per cent increase in deaths 
and a 68 per cent rise in serious injuries since 2014. “The 
old adage that speed kills, is absolutely, and tragically, 
true. Lowering speeds and working with Police to enforce 
those limits is a proven tool internationally to be one of the 
easiest and most effective interventions available.”

Mr Ellison says it’s particularly pleasing that a number of 
submissions have come from organisations representing 
large sections of the community, such as District Health 
Boards, universities and school Boards of Trustees, the AA, 
Victim Support and Local Boards.

“We also received many submissions from people 
wanting their local street or neighbourhood to have 
speeds lowered. While those areas were not the focus for 
this proposal, we will certainly take them into account in 
the future.”

Submissions were presented to a Hearings Panel of AT 
Board members and senior executives in late April.
Cr Pippa Coom, who is Chair of the Waitemata Local 
Board and a Trafinz Executive Member presented a 
submission to the Hearing Panel.  She strongly supported 
the proposals and said “A hearts and minds campaign 
is also needed to bring Aucklanders along on a shared 
understanding that slower speeds are pro-community, 
pro- business, pro children. It will make our streets more 
accessible and safe for people of all ages and abilities.”

If adopted, the speed limit changes will come into effect in 
August this year.

For Road Safety Week this year I installed a static display 
on the Otorohanga Village Green which involved 380 
coffins colour coded with the factors involved in the 
deaths on NZ roads last year. The display was well 
received and many discussions were had on all types of 
road safety issues. Our local emergency agencies come 
along for a photo shoot and local police spent a day 
interacting with the community. I followed up the display 

NZ WALKING SUMMIT: 
20 - 21 June 2019 in Auckland 

AUCKLAND SPEED LIMITS BYLAW
PROGRESS REPORT

ROAD SAFETY WEEK COFFINS

https://www.livingstreets.org.nz/node/5034
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with newspaper articles and Facebook posts. Our 
district has a population of 9200 but we got 12,413 
hits on our post, Waikato police also posted the 
display on their Facebook page and had 26,870 
hits. 

I don’t usually make a big deal of Road Safety 
Week as for me it’s road safety every week, but 
with all the trauma on our roads I just had to try 
and make people see what 380 plus people look 
like. There were tears, frustration and anger shared 
over the week and I feel I achieved my goal of 
making the 380 people killed on our road more 
real!!

Rachel Stubbs
Otorohanga Road Safety Coordinator
rachel@otodc.govt.nz

NEWS  
FROM NZTA

Historically the Manual of Traffic Signs and Markings 
(MOTSAM) has provided guidance to the sector on the 
use and specification of traffic signs and road markings, 
however in recent years MOTSAM has been increasing 
replaced by the publication online of parts of the Traffic 
Control Devices Manual (TCD Manual).

The TCD Manual provides guidance on industry good 
practice, including, where necessary, practice mandated 
by law. The planned structure comprises a set of 
documents (three specifications, 10 parts, a glossary and 
a list of references)- for more details view here. 

Each part of the TCD Manual is developed under the 
guidance of a working group of practitioners experienced 
in, and having specific knowledge about, the subject.

The TCD Manual will, on completion, replace the joint 
Transit New Zealand and Land Transport NZ publication 
Manual of traffic signs and markings (MoTSAM). 

Part 5 (Traffic control devices for general use – between 
intersections) of the TCD Manual is currently in draft 
format having been the subject of public consultation in 
the winter of 2018. It is expected that a final version will be 
published in the winter of 2019. Following this the current 
version of the draft Part 4 (Traffic control devices for 
general use – at intersections) will be prepared for public 
consultation, aiming for final version online in mid-2020.  

The TCD Manual establishes a common language in 
which to determine whether an aspect or statement 
made is a requirement under law or good practice; the 
terms are:

• MUST: indicates something that is mandatory or 
required by law;
• SHOULD: indicates a recommendation to meet best 
industry practice; and
• MAY: indicates something that is optional and may be 
considered for use.

The Manual supports and references:

• New Zealand legislation and, in particular, the Land 
Transport Act 1998 and rules made pursuant to that act, 

TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES 
MANUAL – Update on Reviews

mailto:rachel%40otodc.govt.nz?subject=
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/resources/traffic-control-devices-manual/?category=64&subcategory=161&audience=&term
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including the Land Transport (Road User) Rule, the 
Land Transport Rule: Traffic Control Devices and 
the Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits
• general polices contained in Austroads Guides 
(in particular, the Guides to Traffic Management, 
Traffic Design and Road Safety) by providing 
detailed guidance to meet specific requirements of 
New Zealand law and practices. 
• It also seeks to ensure New Zealand’s 
commitment to harmonising standards and 
guidance between Australia and New Zealand.
• It references published standards and guidelines 
such as the Speed Management Guide. 

The TCD Rule specifies requirements for the 
design, construction, installation, operation and 
maintenance of traffic control devices. 

Minor changes to Land Transport Rules take 
place on a cyclical basis through an Omnibus 
Amendment. All changes proposed are intended 
to contribute to a safer, more customer-focussed 
transport system. 

Changes under the Omnibus Amendment Rule, 
consulted on in 2018, have recently been approved 
and will come into effect on 1 June 2019.

They changes include a number affecting the 
TCD Rule;

• update a reference to section 8 of Land Transport 
Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2003 with a reference 
to section 9 of Land Transport Rule: Setting of 
Speed Limits 2017:
• clarify that the lines guiding pedestrians at 
pedestrian traffic signals must be white and 
100mm in width:
• allow for school patrol signs to be stored at a 
school crossing point, provided that they cannot be 
seen by oncoming motorists when they are not in 
use:
• enable either signs or markings to be installed to 
identify shared paths for cyclists and pedestrians:
• replace clause 11.7 (relating to hand-held stop 
signs) with a new clause 11.7 allowing for stop signs 
that are manually controlled by a person, but not 
physically held by that individual:
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• repair an inconsistency in the Rule by clarifying that 
barrier arms at level crossings must consist of red and 
white alternate bands:
• change the operation of parking zone controls so that 
road controlling authorities can use the mechanism 
for areas such as carparks, provided it will be clear to 
persons using vehicles that the parking control applies:
• allow parking zone controls to have a time limit 
restriction only:
• provide for bus stops up to 30 m in length to be 
delineated by a marked outline and a single sign, rather 
than the 2 signs required currently:
• in the definition of traffic sign, replace a reference to a 
hand-held stop sign with manually-controlled stop sign:
• insert a definition of bus-only lane, clarifying that only 
buses can use such lanes, and not cycles, mopeds, or 
motorcycles:
• insert a definition of heavy vehicle lane, clarifying that 
only heavy vehicles can use such lanes, and not cycles, 
mopeds, or motorcycles:
• revoke the sign related to limited speed zones (which no 
longer exist in law):
• clarify that only one vehicle per lane or line of traffic 
may proceed during each green phase of a ramp signal 
display:
• clarify that an emergency stopping lane may be used 
either by people wanting to stop in an emergency and 
by people in a particular class or classes of vehicle, as 
indicated by the sign:
• provide that small passenger service vehicle stands may 
continue to display “taxi stand” signs, recognising that 
“taxi” is a better-understood term than “small passenger 
service vehicle” or “SPSV”:
• update the specifications of a number of road signs in 
Schedule 1 of the Rule:
• add new signs into Schedule 1 of the Rule:
• add new markings into Schedule 2 of the Rule.

A number of new signs have also been approved and 
these will be published online in the TCD Manual.  Some 
of these new signs are shown here.
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