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1 Submission on Land Transport Rule: Regulatory Stewardship 

(Omnibus) Amendment 2018(the Omnibus Rule) 

2 Introduction 

2.1 TRAFINZ (The New Zealand Traffic Institute Inc) represents a wide grouping 

of NZ local authorities, covering the majority of the New Zealand population. 

Its membership includes regional councils, the major metropolitan cities and 

smaller provincial authorities as well as private sector and non-local 

government members.  

2.2 TRAFINZ is pleased to support all of the changes to existing Rules as set out in 

the Omnibus Rule.  This Amendment contains many minor changes to transport 

Rules and Acts to correct wording errors and provide greater consistency and 

clarity.   

3 Comments on the Proposed Amendments 

3.1 TRAFINZ’s comments are set out below in the same order as in the 

consultation document. Where no comment is made on a Proposal this signifies 

general agreement with the Amendment proposed. 

 

Proposal 3: Require new and used vehicle importers to provide information about 

vehicle mass and CO2 emissions. 

Trafinz strongly supports this proposal as it will provide more reliable data for the 

development of transport policies relating to climate change.  We are aware that this 

may be seen as an extra imposition on importers of second hand vehicles but the 

present voluntary systems are not adequate. 

Once this data is available we would support a further requirement that the CO2 

emissions information be clearly displayed on a vehicle at point of sale to encourage 

owners to take this into account in their purchasing decision. 

Proposal 13: Create an offence of turning or entering a road where a traffic sign 

prohibits this. 

Proposal 15 Make a parking a vehicle other than an electric vehicle in a parking 

space that is reserved for charging electric vehicles a parking offence 
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Trafinz strongly supports these two proposals. Currently  Councils as TLAs are 

required to create specific Bylaw processes before Police can legally carry out an 

enforcement action.  We also note that these proposals will lead to greater 

coordination nationally on penalties. 

Proposal 17 Replace the term ‘holiday speed limit’ with ‘seasonal speed limit’ 

Trafinz supports this change which will avoid any possibility of confusion with 

traffic arrangements for events on Statutory Holidays. 

Proposal 18 Change the definitions of ‘zone parking’, ‘zone parking restriction’ and 

‘zone restriction’ 

Trafinz strongly supports the proposal which will enable zone restrictions to apply to 

a single road or parking area and also allow for time restrictions.  Benefits in signing 

costs should arise as well as a significant removal of public sign clutter. We note that 

this proposal has been developed by Trafinz Member Auckland Transport and would 

expect the changes to be beneficial in many other Cities and Districts 

Proposal 19 Amend the requirements for bus stop signs and makings to allow a 30m 

marked outline and one sign. 

Trafinz strongly supports the proposal which avoids the need to paint ’Bus Stop’ 

and, as shown in a survey carried out by Auckland Transport, supports current best 

practice. 

Proposal 21: Enable ‘Taxi’ to be used on signs and markings for small passenger 

service vehicle stands while retaining the intent of changes already made under the 

Land Transport Amendment Act 2017. 

Trafinz strongly supports the proposal and argued for it during the consultation on 

the Amendment Act. It avoids the expense for Councils having to re-sign and mark 

and also avoids public confusion. 

Proposal 22: Allows for a generic text option in component 4 for R6-4 parking signs 

in Traffic Control Devices 2004 Schedule 1 to allow the sign to describe the area it 

applies to. 

Trafinz strongly supports the proposal which would allow Councils to add 

description such as ‘on verges’ or ‘on berms’ on parking restriction signs.   

We note that the Rules Team are also interested in hearing whether a more general 

prohibition could replace the need for signs.  

We are aware of serious problems with the existing situation. In Auckland it is a big 

problem in on-street paid parking areas or where there is limited parking in the city 

centre and around transport hubs.  See photos below of two Auckland situations.   
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In these it can be seen that vehicles parking behind the kerb have destroyed grassed 

areas and obstructed footpaths, causing safety problems.   Where such parking is on 

corners there can be obstruction of sight lines- another safety issue.  There are similar 

situations nation-wide in urban streets. 

 

                               

Some Councils have a Bylaw prohibiting such parking but have had legal advice that 

this is not enforceable without signs. Their view is that needs to be a solution that 
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doesn’t require signs and more street clutter. There are also too many hot spots to 

install signs everywhere.  There is strong support for a National solution; that is a 

Rule change rather than Bylaws.  

There will be some locations where road layouts have been designed with narrow 

carriageways and mountable kerbs to allow parking partly on road.  Signage may be 

necessary in these situations. The Rule could prohibit parking behind kerbs, unless 

permitted by sign.  

Care is also needed with definitions. Christchurch City Council tell us that “We refer 

to berm when it is behind a kerb and verge if at edge of road (e.g. in a rural 

setting).  The big issue for us is parking on berms.” 

 

 

Proposal 45 Shared Path marking 

Trafinz strongly supports the proposal which would allow markings only, to be used 

where appropriate.  This change will reduce the amount of sign clutter and reduce 

regulatory costs for Councils. 

  

  

  

  

  

4 Summary 

4.1 TRAFINZ appreciates the opportunity to make these submissions on behalf of 

our communities.  We welcome involvement in this important area of transport 

policy development, and are pleased to comment further as requested.  

 

For more information please contact:  

Cr Andy Foster 

President 

New Zealand Traffic Institute (TRAFINZ) 

021 227 8537 

andy.foster@wcc.govt.nz 

mailto:andy.foster@wcc.govt.nz
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