
Wrapping up the 2012 Conference

It was good to meet 
many of you at our 
2012 Mini Conference 
at Takapuna. 

From your comments and the evalu-
ation forms it is clear that participants 
found it a great experience and appre-
ciated the exposure they got to cutting 
edge presenters from NZ and overseas. 

Karen Hay our Executive Member 
from Auckland Transport has written an 
article on it for this Newsletter. Thank 
you Karen for your enthusiastic contri-
bution to the Conference and also for 
your work in trialling and promoting 
the use of red light cameras- the topic 
of one of our half day forums earlier in 
the year. 

TRAFINZ has also been busy work-
ing on important policy issues. This 
month we made a submission on the 
Land Transport Management Amend-
ment Bill and appeared at Select Com-
mittee. We also made a submission on 
the vehicle licencing review. 

We have been working with the Min-
istry of Transport on developing the 
next Safer Journeys Action Plan. It is 
hugely encouraging that the Safe Sys-
tem concepts that TRAFINZ has been 
advocating for a decade have now be-
coming policy. We are very supportive 
of the Ministry’s aim to see some real 
‘game changers’ in the 2013-15 Action 
Plan.

Thank you to the members of the 
TRAFINZ executive and our member 
organisations for their work during the 
year. I wish you all a relaxing and safe 
time with family and friends over the 
Christmas holiday season.

From the 
President

December 2012

N E W S L E T T E R

Dave Gamble died suddenly in Dun-
edin on 23 November 2012.  

Dave was first involved with Trafinz 
in 1972 through his traffic engineer-
ing role with the Dunedin City Coun-
cil and following his move into pri-
vate practice in 1997 was made a Life 
Member.  Dave 
was a past Vice 
President and a 
regular attender 
at Trafinz Execu-
tive meetings and 
annual Confer-
ences.  He partic-
ipated enthusias-
tically in Trafinz 
technical and 
social activities, 
well supported on 
the social side by 
Jeannette  and in 
recent years by 
Joyce.  He was 
a member of the 
Trafinz overseas study tour in 2005 
which examined road safety culture in 
Europe which led to Trafinz  advocat-
ing for a change to the Safe System 
approach in New Zealand and the best 
of overseas practice in road safety.  
Dave continued to travel overseas and 
developed strong relationships with 
road safety and police practitioners. 
He was an active member of the Insti-
tution of Professional Engineers (NZ) 
and was a Life Member of its Trans-

portation Technical Group and also 
of the Institute of Traffic Engineers  
(US).

He was always looking for a better 
way and while unfailingly positive 
and courteous was sometimes frustrat-
ed by the local and national bureaucra-

cy.  He enjoyed 
the freedom of 
consulting and 
strongly sup-
ported the need 
for independent 
fact based advo-
cacy on transport 
matters from or-
ganisations such 
as Trafinz.   Dave 
was keen on open 
car motoring in 
classic cars and 
motorcycles.  In 
early years he 
would often drive 
to a meeting or 

conference in one of his collection of 
beautifully maintained veteran vehi-
cles.  He was active on the Otago Dis-
trict of AA and was a District Gover-
nor of Rotary NZ in 1989 and enjoyed 
a malt whiskey with his many friends.  
As one of our Executive members has 
said “He was a real lovely gentleman 
and great supporter of road safety in 
NZ. He will be greatly missed”.

Brian Hasell 
with contributions from President Andy Foster 

and other Executive members past and present.

In Memory of Dave Gamble 
Trafinz Life Member

see over.....

2012 Conference Wrap Up- from Executive Member Karen Hay of 
Auckland Transport

On behalf of the Trafinz Executive, we would like to thank you 
and our sponsors for the support you gave for this year’s conference 
aimed at “Reducing the True Cost of Road Safety”.  The cost is clear-
ly still high with 238 deaths this year. Drivers and passengers still 
make up the majority of those losing their lives, but so are pedestri-

ans and motorcyclists, making up 11% each of the road toll.
The conference was planned to be thought provoking, to provide 

each of us the opportunity for personal professional development and 
learning so that we could take away new ideas that can be imple-
mented at our workplace.    .

On the theme - “Reducing the TRUE COST of road safety” …..  we 
certainly had some thought provoking presentations…



Visit the Trafinz website

Dr Soames Job provided some thought provoking ideas in improv-
ing road safety, through education initiatives in schools, with one of 
the recommendations being the inclusion of Safe System Principles 
in school programmes on road safety. This will increase community 
understanding of road safety. In his presentations on Safe System 
thinking he reiterated that Safe System is not yet fully understood 
or being delivered; there needs to be 
a demand on governments to effec-
tively address the risks of the assets 
they operate, and that will provide 
the ground work for transformation-
al change.  He urged us to focus on 
“solutions not problems, think about 
all the elements for solutions remem-
bering that the best solutions are not 
necessarily of the same form as the 
problem! “

A key focus on achieving outcomes 
includes road design and managing 
speed and getting this right provides 
optimal opportunities to provide 
transformational change in road safe-
ty. But if we going to deliver effective speed management, then it 
does raise the question about what do safe speeds mean for New Zea-
land?  An engaging presenter, Dr Sam Charlton from Waikato Uni-
versity provided more thought inciting concepts… he said, it seems 
obvious that slower speeds are safer speeds but he argued the case for 
more homogeneous speeds, provided some great  principles for speed 
management that include

Functionality – a hierarchically structured road network with clear 
differences between levels, Homogeneity – equity in speed, direction 
and mass of vehicles (at medium & 
high speeds) and Predictability – 
supporting road user expectations 
users through consistency and con-
tinuity of design…… and it seems 
signs alone do not change driver 
behaviour! So let’s get on with im-
plementing some more initiatives…
or demonstration projects perhaps?

Whilst we had fantastic presenta-
tions on safe system design and speed, equally important are the as-
pects of ensuring a sustainable transport system and growing a NZ 
Safety Culture.  Associate Professor Claire Freeman from Otago 
University provided a fascinating overview of children in the urban 
environment.  We need to think more carefully about designing our 
cities that cater for all sectors of the community, including children.  

Dr Alex Macmillan from the Auckland University School of Popu-
lation Health presented  on public health effects of transport policy 
provided insight into the benefits of walking and cycling on the trans-
port economy and that walking and cycling needs to be a top priority 
in the transport hierarchy together with providing the right kind of 
infrastructure to support great public health and safety benefits. 

Another presentation to note is that 
of Inspector Mark Stables from New 
Zealand Police. His insightful presen-
tation on crash investigators was sim-
ply amazing. It is encouraging to see 
the New Zealand Police implementing 
safe system thinking into crash inves-
tigations, which is truly a science and 
an art. We should be looking at consid-
ering the NZ Police adapted Haddon 
HVE 9 Cell Matrix to provide a logi-
cal systematic approach in delivery of 
safety system outcomes…. 

We could not possibly give the pres-
entations justice, and there are many 
more that you may be interested in, 

including Dr Hamish Mackie that provided some insightful research 
and application  into rural school safety, Dr Rienhard Klette from 
Auckland University and his fantastic research on Active Driver As-
sistance – tools for a cost efficient way to improved Road Safety and 
Paul Durdin’s excellent presentation on breathing the life into road 
safety analysis using SafetyNet - an interactive road safety tool.

Last but not least, thanks to Paula Rose, an MC we will just have 
to invite again, who is not only truly inspiring - but urges action. It’s 
time to make a difference, build on what we have done and take what 

we have learnt at this year’s confer-
ence and if each of us make one small 
change, collectively we can achieve 
great things.

Please visit the Trafinz Conference 
2012 website for copies of presen-
tations. … until we meet again for 
another exciting Trafinz conference 
– we look forward to seeing local and 
central government agencies togeth-

er with its partners and suppliers deliver transformational change in 
road safety outcomes in the year ahead!!

To get copies of the presentations, go to: 
http://trafinz.org.nz/conferences/2012/programme/

Wrapping up the 2012 Conference, cont. from P1

2012 Trafinz Leadership Awards
Sustainability
MWH / DOC – Franz Josef and Fox Glacier Shared Walk-
ways / Cycleways

To improve access to the Franz Josef and Fox glaciers and encourage 
access by foot / cycle, DOC engaged MWH to design, and Westroads 

to construct, NZ’s first shared 
/ walking cycling facility 
through a National Park.  The 
project demonstrates excel-
lent leadership, with innova-
tive design and construction 
methods and a high quality 
end product that greatly en-
hances the visitor experience.  
This is a new approach to ac-
cess within a national park, 
and demonstrates what can 
be achieved.
Andrew MacDonald of MWH receives 
Award from Andy Foster.

Safety
Hamilton City – Safer Speed Areas Demonstration Project

This project introduced permanent 40km/h speed limits in eight resi-
dential areas as a demonstration project.  The aim was to lower travel-
ling speeds to better reflect the function and purpose of the roads, and 

the mix of modes present.  An in-
novative approach was taken, with 
minor physical changes as many 
of the areas had previously been 
‘treated’.  The focus was therefore 
primarily on the impact of intro-
ducing 40km/h ‘Safer Speed Area’ 
signs and markings.  The project 
demonstrates excellent leadership, 
through an innovative approach that 
could be used more widely through-
out NZ.      

Robyn Denton of HCC receives Award from 
Andy Foster
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New Submissions
Trafinz has recently made 

two submissions on nation-
wide policy matters.

• A Submission to the 
Transport and Industrial 
Relations Select Committee 
on the Land Transport Man-
agement Amendment Bill

On the Purpose Statement 
in the Bill we supported the 
need for the transport system 
to be safe and economically 
efficient, but argued that it also 
needs to be accessible, socially 
inclusive and environmentally 
accessible.

We also commented on the 
proposed new requirements 
for a Regional Land Transport 
Plan and suggested changes 
to give better guidance on the 
need to include consideration 
of Safer Journeys and the Safe 
System approach when devel-
oping the Plan. We argued that 
the Police should be required 
to take into account a RLTS 
when preparing its programme 
and also that there remains 
a need for a National Land 
Transport Strategy with a long 
term focus.

• A Submission to Ministry 
of Transport on Vehicle Li-
censing Reform.

We commented on the vari-
ous proposals for changes to 
the WoF and CoF regimes. 
For the WoF we favoured a 
mix of options 1 and 2 with 
no inspections for the first 3 
years, then annual up to no 
more than 10years, followed 
by 6 monthly.  While support-
ing the objective of reducing 
costs we were concerned that 
it was difficult to comment 
without understanding the full 
scope of the measures that 
may be implemented to en-
courage safer vehicles in lieu 
of regulated inspections. There 
is some reference made to in-
creased enforcement activities 
and information and advice 
programmes in the consulta-
tion document but little more 
is known at this stage as to 
what form these programmes 
will take or how they will be 
funded.

Please see the website www.
trafinz.org.nz for more details 
on both submissions.

Trafinz Workshops
All Members and prospective Members are invited to attend and contribute to half day work-

shops on topical issues.
The next workshop is in Wellington on 5th Dec starting 9.15am at Wellington City Council 

and will be focused on Safe Speeds.  We will include discussion on what is happening around the 
country currently - including national initiatives - and then look at where to from here. We will 
also take this time to form a ‘position’ on speeds around schools.

The first Workshop in 2013 will focus on Network Operating Plans and a one network ap-
proach.  This will also be in Wellington, on 20 March 2013.

There is no cost to attend.  If you plan to attend or have any questions about the workshops 
please email the Trafinz Secretary Robyn.Denton@hcc.govt.nz

A Reminder:
Membership of TRAFINZ is open to all Councils and Corporates such as Consultants.  Being a 

Member helps to promote changes that will benefit our local communities. 
 We work closely with our strategic partners: Police. MoT, NZTA, NZ Police, ACC, SASTA to 

make a difference in pursuing safer, and a broad sense, more sustainable road transport systems.
A Membership Form is in this Newsletter.  To assist new members in these tight financial times 

the first year of membership is free!

Safe System in Practice pilot courses a 
great success – look out for them again in 2013
Around 200 people across the transport sector – from the NZTA, local government, NZ Police and 

ACC – have attended four intensive two-day regional workshops on ‘The Safe System in Practice’, held 
in August and September. Facilitated by Paula Rose, former National Manager of Road Policing, the 
courses provided a refresher and in-depth analysis of what the Safe System principles mean and tools to 
help identify effective treatments for each of the four elements of the Safe System. 

The sessions were mainly 
presented by NZTA and Police 
experts complemented by con-
tributions from research organi-
sation TERNZ and international 

road safety specialist Tony Bliss.  
Collaborative problem-solving, 
using case studies, and a cross-sys-
tem, cross-sector approach, linking 
into road safety action planning are 
key features of the course.  Partici-
pants were also asked to develop a 

personal action plan for applying the Safe System to their every-
day work.  

Most attendees of the courses so far have rated them as ‘Excel-
lent’ and the rest as ‘Good’. Here’s what some of the attendees 
from across the country had to say:

•  “Excellent workshop, well developed and thought out. I have a 
deeper understanding and knowledge of the Safe System - Thank you.”  

• “The case studies have been an excellent exercise as the situations are real problem areas. Be-
ing able to discuss and work out possible solutions by using the Safer Journey strategy provides a start 
for clear understanding and implementation.”

What happens next?
Planning is now underway to offer the courses throughout the country again in 2013, starting in Febru-

ary – look out for enrolment information soon.  In the meantime, for further information, please con-
tact Margaret Dugdale, Principal Advisor Road Safety, NZTA National Office, margaret.dugdale@nzta.
govt.nz, ddi (04) 894 6346.



New Zealand Traffic Institute Inc.
Membership Details

Name of Applicant: _____________________________________
Membership Type:  Full              Corporate        Associate 

Names and Contact Details of Representatives
Name:   __________________ _____________________________________
Job Title:  __________________ __________________________________
Postal Address: __________________ _____________________________________
Phone:  __________________ _____________________________________
Fax:   __________________ _____________________________________
Cell:   __________________ _____________________________________
Email:   __________________ _____________________________________

Please send completed form to: Robyn Denton
	 	 	 	 	 	 Secretary/Treasurer	Trafinz
      C/o Hamilton City Council
      City Transportation Unit
      Private Bag 3010
      Hamilton 3240

Information for Intending Members
The NZ Traffic Institute Inc has been in existence since 1948 and has the following objectives:

To provide or advocate for public mobility including the planning provision and management of roads, public 
transport and parking in a sustainable manner.

To promote the safe use of roads by all, through education, encouragement, engineering and enforcement.
To	ensure	the	environmental	impact	of	traffic	movement	is	recognised	and	treated	sensitively.

To ensure that Transit New Zealand (now the New Zealand Transport Agency) and its appropriate departments 
and agencies are aware of the needs of local authorities and their communities.

The Institutes membership comprises local and territorial authorities, crown agencies and consultants.  The Insti-
tutes strategic partners are LGNZ, NZTA, NZ Police and ACC

Local and territorial Authority members are represented by both elected members and technical staff.
Current membership fees are:

    Over 200,000 population  $3,000
    100,000 – 200,000   $2,000
    50,000 – 100,000   $750
    Up to 50,000    $500
    Corporate    $1,000
    Associates     $50

For	New	Members	–	no	charge	for	first	year
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