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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  / S M A R T  L I N K S

It’s often said that if you don’t know where you are going you 
are bound to get there. TRAFINZ has frequently advocated for 
a national, evidence led, transport strategy, and for recognition 
that the future is unknown so we must plan flexibly for a range 
of possible futures. Discussions with Government agencies 
encourage hope that we will see a more strategic approach 
going forward, which we welcome. 

In road safety a huge amount of excellent analytical work has 
been and is being done. We know our road network well. What 
we need now is ongoing action. Road deaths have risen from 
the low point of 253 in 2013, and last year 328 people died on our 
roads. That’s simply far too many. So too are 12,500 injuries and 
a social cost of $3.5 billion. 

World transport safety leader Sweden has a widely spread road 
network like ours and low density population. Last year 263 
people died on Sweden’s roads, in a population twice our size. 

Why are they so far ahead of us ? They have a clear vision 
(Vision Zero), clear interim targets (no more than 220 deaths by 
2020, with further reduction contemplated), strong Government 
commitment (refreshed late 2016), and impressive collaboration 
between Government, local Government, NGOs and the private 
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SAVE THE DATE 
‘TRANSPORT FOR PEOPLE’
CONFERENCE 8th - 10th of November, Rutherford Hotel Nelson. 
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sector. Like us they have better and worse years but there is a 
clarity of approach and purpose, of regularly critiquing progress, 
and setting actions to address areas where progress is behind 
target. 

Importantly Sweden has invested heavily in safe roading 
infrastructure. Almost 75% of their traffic on 80kph+ speed 
limit roads travels on roads fitted with median and often edge 
barriers. 5,000 kms of median barrier divided roads carry 
47% of all traffic. Our state highway network carries a similar 
percentage of our traffic, but is generally not divided. By 2025 
Sweden intends all national roads with 2,000 or more vehicles 
a day will have median barriers, or speed limits of no more than 
80kph. 

Towns and cities are investing heavily in infrastructure and 
setting appropriate speeds to protect vulnerable pedestrians 
and cyclists. 

Our Government has commissioned a welcome review to 
better understand the reasons for the increase in our road 
death toll. It’s clear that there has been an increase in the last 
two years in VKT – traffic on the road. Tourism and economic 
activity generally are up, but those alone don’t explain the 
increasing road toll. TRAFINZ looks forward to working 
with other partners to help create a safer, more sustainable 
transport network. We would always love to hear from anyone 
who wishes to join us in that work. 

mailto:andy.foster%40wcc.govt.nz?subject=


With the recent change to Bill English 
as Prime Minister there was a Cabinet 
reshuffle.

Hon David Bennett replaces Craig Foss as 
Associate Transport Minister. He has been 
busy issuing press releases about keeping 
safe on the roads over the holiday season.

Hon Simon Bridges remains as Minister of 
Transport and has been active recently in 
encouraging the use of electric vehicles and 
other technological improvements.  We were 
very pleased that he agreed to speak to the 
Trafinz Conference in Tauranga.

During 2016 there were also changes at the 
top in the Ministry of Transport.

Peter Mersi  replaced Martin Mathews as 
Chief Executive of the Ministry of Transport 
in July.  Martin then worked as a consultant 
on such projects as the Christchurch 
Airport driverless electric shuttle before his 
appointment as the next Auditor General. 

Many people seem to want a wide open 
road with few vehicles on it so that they can 
travel unimpeded by anyone else. The reality 
in major urban areas and even in smaller 
ones is that there is insufficient space 
available and too many people wanting to 
do the same thing for this to be possible. 2
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Hon David Bennett

Hon Simon Bridges

Fergus Gammie returned in November from 
senior transport roles in Australia to the 
position of Chief Executive of NZTA. He is 
“passionate about technology, innovation 
and delivering results for our customers”

TRAFINZ welcomes all these new 
appointees and looks forward to working 
with them and their staff during 2017.

Peter Mersi

Martin Mathews

Fergus Gammie

Nowadays, there are many different types of 
road user both public and private. In addition 
to trucks and buses, cars and bicycles and 
pedestrians, there is a range of personal 
transport devices on or coming onto the 
market. Some of these devices are powered 
and are capable of speeds in excess of 
30km/h.

Furthermore, there is a recognised need and 
desire to create safe, comfortable space that 
is well-connected for active mode users so 
as to increase health, decrease congestion 
and lower greenhouse gas, particulate and 
noise emissions from transport.

In the past, the ‘solution’ to the various 
and increasing demands on road space 
has usually been to provide more of it by 
knocking down any buildings that constrain 
it or building tunnels or overhead roadways 
(think of the SH1 cut through Te Aro in 
Wellington and the now-defeated Basin 
Reserve flyover proposal). The bigger and 
faster have usually taken precedence over 
the smaller and slower.

But more progressive options have existed 
for a long time such as high occupancy 
vehicle lanes, cycle lanes, and clearways 
and these days electronic communications 
enable us to conduct much of our lives from 
wherever we are. 

Currently, there is work going on considering 
whether to allow children to ride bicycles 
on footpaths as well as on how to provide 
space for low-powered transport devices 
such as electric kick scooters, Segways and 
motorised hoverboards. These devices have 
the potential to revolutionize how people 
move about as they cost so little compared 
to electric or autonomous cars. In many 
cases they can be taken on board public 
transport and right into the workplace or 
other destination. The Minister will soon be 
considering recommendations from NZTA 
on what to do.

The RCA Forum Working Group on Shared 
Footpaths, on which Trafinz is represented, 
has been meeting for the past year to 
consider the matter and has considerable 
reservations about such proposals. 



This is because of the importance of 
footpaths to older people, disabled people, 
people without cars or unable to use public 
transport as well as their important social 
function of providing neutral space where 
neighbours can interact and children 
can play while still being close to home. 
Furthermore, there is no good evidence 
that children riding on footpaths increases 
the number of people riding bikes in a 
population long term. Riding on footpaths 
may even be counterproductive in terms 
of children learning traffic skills that are 
necessary for their competent use of 
roadways.

Trafinz believes roadways need to be made 
safe and feel safe for all road users and that 
the safety of any one group should not be 
compromised for the safety or convenience 
of another group. 
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Trafinz made submissions on two significant 
pieces of transport legislation late last year.

SMALL PASSENGER VEHICLES

We were concerned that in the Land 
Transport Amendment Bill and the 
companion Rule (Land Transport Rule: 
Operator Licensing 2017 Yellow draft) 
the creation of one class to cover taxis, 
shuttles, UBER and charter vehicles was 
going too far.  We were concerned that the 
existing requirement for in-vehicle security 
cameras in taxis was no longer going to be 
required in many areas of operation.  This 
provision had been introduced after serious 
assaults in taxis and had in our view given 
passengers and drivers greater protection.  
We were also concerned that provisions 
that opened up the use of Bus Lanes for 
travel and Taxi Stands as parking space for 
all vehicles whether available for hire or not 
would be unworkable in major urban areas.  
We suggested that to allow enforcement 
there was a need to be some form of clear 
identification on small passenger service 
vehicles to differentiate them from private 
cars.  Trafinz appeared before the Select 
Committee and had a good hearing.  
We understand that the report back to 

TRAFINZ SUBMISSIONS - 
AN UPDATE

Parliament has been delayed by the need 
to consult on other matters that need to be 
part of any change in the regulatory regime.  
These are cost sharing for carpooling 
and several new classes of offences and 
penalties.  This consultation has recently 
closed.

VEHICLE DIMENSIONS AND MASS 
(VDAM)

The other major matter Trafinz has 
commented on recently is the VDAM  Rule.  
This new Rule was a complete rewrite of 
the previous rules applying to heavy goods 
vehicles.  Many of the provisions were 
supported by Trafinz in its submission, but 
we were concerned about safety issues 
with larger vehicles and road damage due to 
greater wheel and axle loading- especially 
on local roads.  In preparing submissions 
we liaised with the RCA Forum who was 
able to obtain expert views from Councils on 
these matters.  Some useful changes were 
made to the proposals after consideration of 
submissions and the new regime is being 
implemented from 1 February.  Proposed 
increases to rear axle weight limits for buses 
on defined bus routes have been delayed 
to allow RCAs to strengthen weak bridges 
and deal with understrength pavements.  
Additional funding has been promised for 
this work with details yet to be finalised.

Trafinz has also been actively involved 
in commenting on other proposals for 
change to regulations.  We commented 
on the 2016 Omnibus Amendment Rule 
supporting changes that implemented 
recommendations from the 2014 Cycling 
Panel report.  

See trafinz.org.nz/submissions  
for further information

Over three days in Tauranga 160 delegates 
experienced hearing from a strong line-up 
of NZ and overseas presenters on the way 
transport demand and supply is changing 
and the steps that are needed to respond to 
the changes. There is increasing uncertainty 
about future changes and the best ways to 
develop our transport systems.  Prof Glenn 
Lyons from the UK in his keynote on the first 
day set the tone.  He said that we may be 
seeing a change away from the motor age 
that we have known and we need to look at 
connectivity as something that is more than 
physical (motorised) mobility.  In another 
presentation later in the Conference he said 
we are in an era of “smart” urban mobility.  
However he was concerned that this 
may not be well aligned with sustainable 
mobility.

Henrik Jarlebratt from Sweden presented 
the work that Volvo is doing on driverless 
cars and autonomous vehicles.  He brought 
a Volvo XC90 to the Conference and this was 
demonstrated on the Tauranga network 
with the Minister of Transport Hon Simon 
Bridges and Trafinz President Cr Andy 
Foster as passengers.  Through in- car 
sensing of other traffic and the lane lines 
the car successfully drove the selected 
route “hands off”. Delegates watched a 
live video feed. Henrick explained Volvo’s 
vision for autonomous cars saving crashes, 
improving fuel use and giving back the 
time wasted now on the driving task.  He 
outlined the challenges manufacturers 
have in achieving the shift to such vehicles.  
The demonstration vehicle’s pilot assist 
function can accelerate, brake and steer for 
you keeping a safe distance from the car 
in front and in lane but had to hand back 
control to the driver where road markings 
and route choices were unclear.  The vehicle 
manufacturer, rather than the “driver”, would 
be fully responsible for the safe operation of 
autonomous vehicles and before they were 
put to market issues such as better position 
sensing and protection from computer 
hacking would have to be overcome.  Hon 
Simon Bridges also addressed conference 
and set out Government’s policies on 
encouraging electric vehicles and the use of 
NZ roads as a test bed for new technology. 

2016 CONFERENCE - 
A HARD ACT TO FOLLOW

TAURANGA 2016 - 
CONFERENCE WRAP-UP

CONT. P4 
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Speakers from the NZTA, NZ Police and 
ACC gave their policy perspectives, while 
speakers from organisations such as AA, NZ 
Trucking and  Motorcycle Safety Advisory 
Council commented on initiatives in their 
sector.   The community and people aspects 
were well covered by speakers addressing 
cycling issues and projects. Speakers 
from CCS Disability Action explained how 
“Working Together” and new tools were 
helping develop a transport system that can 
be used by all people. 

Look no hands

Hon Simon Bridges, Minister of Transport with Andy Foster

There was a special stream for SASTA and a 
Speed Management workshop. A selection 
of Field Trips were offered and these 
were highly rated in feedback from those 
attending.

Conference delegates responding to a 
survey gave a 85% rating to the conference 
as a “total experience” and a 91% rating to 
its organisation.  83% of delegates expect 
to attend again (Nelson in November 2017) 
and 100% said they would recommend 
attendance to others. One commented 
“Liked everything, great conference. This will 
be a hard act to follow.” 

Thanks to the Conference Committee 
convened by Martin Parkes (Tauranga City 
Council) and all the Sponsors and Trade 
Exhibitors.  Do support them. 

For more information see 
http://trafinz.org.nz/conferences/2016 

Prof Glenn Lyons

Vice President John Gottler with Dr Sam Charlton and Henrik Jarlebratt

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

http://trafinz.org.nz/conferences/2016/
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The Welcome Function at the Mills Reef 
Winery was not just an opportunity to chat 
to old friends and make new contacts.  It 
had a practical purpose: making banners 
with a road safety message for the Tauranga 
Orange Day road safety parade. This is an 
annual event to recognise the efforts of 
safety professionals and champions in the 
community.  Teams had been pre-chosen 
and suitably fed and wined. Lubricated 
they worked diligently with the materials 
provided.  

WELCOME FUNCTION AND 
ORANGE PARADE

The Delegates

Looking for inspiration

Hard at work

Henrik overseeing progress with 
President Andy

The design process starts

Two days later after a short speech from 
the Minister of Transport and local MP Hon 
Simon Bridges, the delegates suitably 
garbed in the orange theme joined local 
school children and transport professionals 
on parade through the city centre to the river 
front. Photos below:

MC Mark Wright takes the vote

Cutting the start tape

A collage of the Parade
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CONFERENCE DINNER

The Conference Dinner was held at the 
Classic Flyers Museum, dressed for 
the occasion as a Victorian fairground.  
Before the Dinner was served delegates 
mingled- the real intent of the evening- 
and were entertained by buskers and 
had the opportunity to dress up and get 
photographed with your friends.  On a 
stage a Victorian Melodrama was expertly 
presented, with audience participation. 

In breaks between courses Trafinz Achievement Awards were presented together with three 
Life Memberships and a SASTA award- see details below. The evening ended with dancing.

Once again Glenda Harding and her team produced a most memorable occasion.

TRAFINZ & CEDRIC ROGERS MEMORIAL

Congratulations to the 2016 winners, awarded at the Conference.

Leadership award - Sustainable Transport
“Project Glow Wear “Sustainable Transport Team, Greater Wellington Regional Council 

AWARD WINNERS

CONT. P7
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Leadership award - Road Safety
“Share - the - road” Cycling Action Network, Represented by Richard Barton

Highly commended
“Protecting motorists against driving the wrong way” Auckland Motorway Alliance
As no one from the Alliance was present, this award will be sent to them.

Highly commended
“Marlborough Clued Up Kids” Robyn Blackburn (presented to Graham Barsanti, Chairman 
Marlborough Road Safety Committee) 

Cedric Rogers Memorial Award (SASTA)
Susan Hutchinson-Daniel Greater 
Wellington Regional Council (presented to 
Susan by Marg Parfitt). 

DON’T FORGET TO JOIN US IN SUNNY NELSON! 

SAVE THE DATE 
‘TRANSPORT FOR PEOPLE’
CONFERENCE 8th - 10th of November, Rutherford Hotel Nelson. 
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From Prof Glenn Lyon’s wrap-up at the 
end of Conference.

Change is inevitable - 
except from a vending 
machine.

CLOSING COMMENT

At the Tauranga conference three new Life 
Memberships of Trafinz were awarded Vice 
President John Gottler made the awards to 
Councillor Andy Foster, Robyn Denton and 
Karen Hay to recognise their meritorious 
contribution to the Institute and nationally.

Karen Hay has recently retired from 
Auckland Transport and from the Executive.  
She was instrumental in ensuring that from 
the start of AT, Trafinz was well linked to its 
largest member.  At the presentation Karen’s 
role in promoting red light speed cameras 
through targeted trial in the Auckland region 
was highlighted.

Robyn is currently the Treasurer for Trafinz 
and until recently also covered the role of 
Secretary.  In that role she was the lynch-
pin of the organisation, representing Trafinz 
on working parties, arranging Executive 
meetings and the very popular and effective 
half day workshops for members which 
helped form the Institute’s views on topical 
transport policy and implementation.

Andy Foster is the current and long-term 
President of Trafinz.  He fits these duties 
into his hectic life as a Wellington City 
Councillor with enthusiasm and a strong 
commitment to policies that work for people 
and communities.

NEW LIFE MEMBERS

Karen Hay receives her Award from Robyn Denton (Treasurer), Andy Foster (President) 
and John Gottler (Vice-President).  

Robyn Denton receives her Award from Andy Foster (President) and 
John Gottler (Vice-President).  

Andy Foster receives his Award from Robyn Denton (Treasurer) and 
John Gottler (Vice-President).  
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M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R M

N A M E  O F  A P P L I C A N T  O R G A N I S T I O N :

N A M E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E :

P O S I T I O N  T I T L E :

S I G N E D :

P O S T A L  A D D R E S S :

P O S I T I O N  T I T L E :

P H O N E :  

E M A I L :  

C E L L :  

C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S  F O R  A C C O U N T S :

M E M B E R S H I P  C L A S S :

C O N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  A G R E E M E N T :

Discussions at Trafinz meetings will often involve the sharing of information by attending parties that is not yet publicly available or 
policy.  This may include details of possible future national policies which are in the early stages of development and draft submissions 
on these policies is provided on the basis that there are advantages to be gained from sharing the information and gaining feedback 
from Trafinz as an organisation, representing the views of territorial local authorities and their communities. Confidentiality of this 
information is crucial and therefore any intending member must complete and abide by the following confidentiality agreement.

This application will be considered at the next Trafinz Executive meeting.   
If application is accepted a Membership Pack will be provided along with an invoice (as appropriate).

We (the intending member)                                                                                                        acknowledge and accept that any 
information relating to the development of possible national transport polices, rules and procedures becomes privy to 
in the course of or as a consequence of our membership shall be maintained in the strictest confidence and we shall 
not divulge/release or otherwise allow the information to be made known to any person/persons who otherwise are 
not eligible to partake of such information without first discussing the matter with the President or Vice President and 
where necessary gaining Trafinz Executive approval.

Please send completed form to:
Susan Lilley , Secretary, Trafinz
C/o Dunedin City Council 
 email: Susan.Lilley@dcc.govt.nz

/  I F  D I F F E R E N T  F R O M  A B O V E

/  R E F E R  O V E R L E A F

mailto:Susan.Lilley%40dcc.govt.nz?subject=
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I N F O R M A T I O N  F O R  I N T E N D I N G  M E M B E R S

Trafinz financial year is 1 January – 31 December.  Membership fees are billed March of each year.

The NZ Traffic Institute Inc has been in existence since 1948 and has the following objectives:

1. To provide or advocate for public mobility including the planning provision and management of roads, public      

2. To promote the safe use of roads by all, through education, encouragement, engineering and enforcement.
3. To ensure the environmental impact of traffic movement is recognised and treated sensitively.
4. To ensure that the Ministry of Transport and New Zealand Transport Agency and their departments and 
partner agencies are aware of the needs of local authorities and their communities.

The Institutes membership comprises local and territorial authorities, crown agencies and consultants.  The 
Institutes strategic partners are Local Government NZ, MOT, SASTA, NZ Transport Agency, NZ Police and ACC.

Local Government members are represented by both elected members and technical staff.

transport and parking in a sustainable manner.

M E M B E R S H I P  C L A S S E S  A N D  A S S O C I A T E D  F E E S  2 0 1 7

No charge for first the year of membership for new Local Government members

Associates         

Corporates         

Strategic Local Government Stakeholders

Strategic Government Stakeholders

Learning Institutions

Life Members            

300,000 and above 4,000

3,000

2,000

2,000

100

1,000

exempt

exempt

1,000

250

750

500

200,000 and above

100,000 - 200,000

50,000 - 100,000

Up to 50,000

Not-for profit organisations

Consultants, contractors 

SASTA, Local Government NZ 

NZTA, NZ Police, MOT, ACC 

Eg University, Polytechnic 

Local Government Members 

Cities and Districts Authorities 
with Populations : 
    

Regional Councils: 

Cost ($)  GST exclusive


