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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  / S M A R T  L I N K S

This year the president of Trafinz Cr Andy Foster was overseas at 
the time of our annual conference in Auckland and has asked me to 
make some comments on his behalf. 

The Conference was a great networking and learning opportunity, 
thanks to the fine efforts of our Conference Committee, organisers 
Harding Consultants and our excellent presenters. Our overseas 
speakers made themselves freely available for informal discussion 
and we greatly appreciate this.

A very special thank you to our Sponsors and Exhibitors- your 
financial support makes such events possible.  Please consider 
supporting them with your business.

In this Newsletter we have selected some examples of the valuable 
information that was shared; but this cannot replace the real value 
of hearing and discussing at the Conference itself.   Do put next 
year’s conference in your diary now- Dunedin 9- 14 August 2015.

During the General Election campaign there was strong support 
from all parties for action on transport issues.  There may have 
been differences in emphasis on the promotion of various modes 
of travel, but there was general agreement on the Safer Journeys 
strategy and the need to continue to make progress on lowering the 
road toll.  Trafinz welcomes new Minister of Transport Hon Simon 
Bridges and Associate Minister Hon Craig Foss.  We look forward to 
continuing to represent the views of our communities as we work 
with their officials on progressing the elements of the Action Plan.

A TRAFINZ Membership Application Form is included in this 
newsletter. For Councils there is no fee for the first year.  Please do 
join us and help make a difference on behalf of your communities. 

2014  Conference Meets Delegates Expectations.

The results of the survey of those attending this year’s TRAFINZ 
conference in Auckland shows that it fully met delegates 
expectations. Some rate it as “best speaker line up ever.”

A total of 170 delegates attended from Councils, NZ Police, other 
government agencies and the private sector.  98% of survey 
respondents said it catered for all their requirements, up from 91% 
last year and 98% said that they would recommend it to others. 
All the speakers’ presentations were highly rated; especially the 
overseas keynote speakers and delegates also gave a high rating to 
the organisation of the conference and the social events.

Several delegates noted the financial pressures on their budgets 
and suggested ways the programme could be arranged in 
future to attract more delegates.  As part of the planning for the 
2015 Conference all recipients of this newsletter will be sent a 
“SurveyMonkey” to get your suggestions.  Please do take the time 
to respond.

The Conference Committee said that the Auckland hotel had been a 
great location and thanked all those involved, with special thanks to 
the organising team from Harding Consultants  and the Sponsors.  
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DECEMBER 2014 WORKSHOP

RED LIGHTS ARE COMING URBAN CYCLING FUNDING

CONFERENCE 2015 IN 
DUNEDIN

NEW MINISTER OF 
TRANSPORT
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PATHS FOR PEOPLE
Adapting networks to cater for changing 
needs of pedestrians. 

11 December 2014
Wellington

Register your interest by emailing: 
robyn.denton@hcc.govt.nz 

Extra $100 million for urban cycleways 
announced.

In August during the run up to the election, 
the Prime Minister John Key announced 
$100 million in new funding will be made 
available over the next four years to 
accelerate cycleways in urban centres.

Minister of Transport Gerry Brownlee said 
that National recognises that commuting by 
bike has health benefits and takes pressure 
off other transport networks, but cycleways 
in our largest centres are fragmented and 
offer varied levels of service.

“This funding builds on significant 
investments the government is already 
making, with projects in Hastings and New 
Plymouth showcasing how cycling can be 
a safer, more reliable and realistic transport 
option.  Many people cite safety concerns 
and a lack of infrastructure as reasons for 
not cycling, so we’re going to begin building 
cycleways to a standard that delivers real 
incentives for commuters to make a change.
“Building more comprehensive cycling 
networks will require new infrastructure 
to connect existing routes and expand the 
network into wider urban areas.  And as 
these connections will be a mix of local roads 
and State highways, we’ll need a strategic 
approach and collaboration at central and 
local government level.

“Some councils are well advanced in 
planning and constructing local cycleways, 
and we want to ensure we do what we 
can to complement them and make them 
capable of being used by the widest number 
of people possible.  This funding package 
also strongly complements other aspects 
of the government’s ambitious transport 
infrastructure programme, which is designed 
to ensure people and freight can reach 
their destinations quickly and safely,” Mr 
Brownlee said.

Urban Cycleway Investment Panel.

A new Urban Cycleway Investment Panel 
will investigate opportunities to invest in 
urban cycleways that would expand and 
improve the cycling network.  The Panel 
will include representatives from central 
government, local government and other 
organisations.  Draft terms of reference for 
the panel will be presented to Cabinet by 31 
October 2014.

The Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. John Key, 
has announced the Government’s new 
administration. This is, in many respects, a 
continuation of the previous administration 
with the Prime Minister noting it “builds 
on the experience of the past two terms in 
office, and combines experience with some 
fresh talent”.

The new Minister of Transport is the Hon. 
Simon Bridges; the Associate Minister is the 
Hon. Craig Foss. 

Hon. Simon Bridges is also Minister for 
Energy and Resources and Associate 
Minister for Climate Change. 

Conference 2015 in Dunedin
The 2015 Conference will be held in 
Dunedin at the recently upgraded 
Dunedin Centre. Pencil the dates 9-12 
August in your diary now and expect 
some real southern hospitality.  
Details of programme and other activities 
will be available early next year. 

As static speed cameras start rolling out 
around the country, three red-light cameras 
will also be in the mix.

Police is working in partnership with road 
controlling authorities to install dual speed 
and red-light cameras at three high risk 
intersections. One will be in the Wellington 
CBD (Karo Drive and Victoria Streets) and 
two in Auckland (east-bound off-ramp of 
Lambie Drive Interchange, and Te Irirangi 
and Te Rakau Drives, Botany).

The Wellington camera is scheduled to be 
installed in November; the two Auckland 
ones in December.

Cameras will initially operate in trial mode 
to test camera function and image quality. 
Police will give drivers fair warning before the 
cameras are switched to enforcement mode 
through the media and the Police website.

The cameras will operate only in red-light 
mode for the time being. The speed camera 
capability offers an option for the future, once 
processing systems have been upgraded.
The new cameras use the latest non-
invasive detection systems, comprising of 
two radars and a camera. The primary radar 
scans and tracks vehicles as they approach 
the intersection.

If a vehicle crosses the stop line during a 
red-light phase, a camera photographs the 
rear of the vehicle. A second ‘validation’ 
radar ensures the photograph taken is of the 
breaching vehicle.

Police is procuring the three camera 
systems and associated infrastructure 
as part of the Static Camera Expansion 
Programme. Local road controlling 
authorities will meet the cost of installing 
their respective cameras, as well as ongoing 
site maintenance.

Superintendent Carey Griffiths, National 
Manager Road Policing, welcomes the 
cameras but notes no amount of regulation 
can keep road users safe from inattention 
or recklessness. “Drivers should always 
check they are safe to go on a green light, as 
someone else may choose to ignore a red 
light and come through at speed.”
For more information see 
www.police.govt.nz

mailto:robyn.denton%40hcc.govt.nz?subject=
www.police.govt.nz%0D
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JOHN GOTTLERS SELECTION

WELCOME FUNCTION

Delegates were welcomed by the Mayor 
of Auckland Len Brown and enjoyed some 
novel activities involving balloons and 
puzzles while getting to know each other.

Balloons for all

Mayoral Welcome

Guest Speakers Prof Ian Johnson with Vice President John Gottler and Dr Dinesh Mohan

Dinner Conversations

CONFERENCE DINNER

The Conference Dinner and Leadership 
presentations was held at Hopetown Alpha, 
converted into a party place with the theme 
of Downtown Funk.

John Gottler (Trafinz Vice President) has 
selected enough material from Conference 
to fill two newsletters!  Here is a small 
selection:

1. Keynote Speaker Dr Dinesh Moran- on 
world’s best bus rapid transit approaches

A bus stop on the Curitiba Brazil bus 
system
 

2. NZ Cycle Safety Panel-on benefits of 
cycling to NZ communities.   The panel’s 
Final Report to Government is expected in 
November.

A big thank you to our 2014 SPONSORS

2014 CONFERENCE REPORT 

CONT. 

3. Assistant Commissioner Dave Cliff, 
NZ Police on research into driving and 
enforcement. He provided real life examples 
of the research findings to demonstrate that 
they are realistic.

4. Anna Braidwood from SADD enlightened 
conference delegates on the need to engage 
with youth to develop shared responsibility.

All these presentations are on the website 
http://trafinz.org.nz/conferences/2014/
presenters/ 

New Zealand 
Cycling Safety 
Panel  
 
Draft recommendations 
to make on-road cycling 
safer in NZ   

( m o r e  i m a g e r y  P 7 , 8 )

http://trafinz.org.nz/conferences/2014/presenters/%20
http://trafinz.org.nz/conferences/2014/presenters/%20


4

TAKEAWAYS

JUDE MUNROE

Take- Aways from Conference

One of the Trafinz Executive members has kindly supplied the following notes:

On Walking:
- Walking is an integral part of every journey
- Changing population demographics will influence what a ‘pedestrian’ looks like and  
 how they move in the future – eg older, less mobile, potentially vision impaired,  
 potentially overweight
- Need to design transport networks to cater for the pedestrian and their changing  
 needs/profile:
 • At school gate and journeys to the school gate
 • At work and for journeys to work
 • For socialising and shopping
- Need to be careful about wrapping up our kids in cotton wool – they learn better  
 by practical experience. Make sure that the first time that they get to ‘suffer the  
 consequences’ of their decisions is not when they start driving.
- Public Transport is the most sustainable form of transport – but is very reliant on  
 having safe, easily accessible pedestrian friendly facilities in order to work well
- Pedestrians prefer to be at grade – not below and not above.  

On Speed:
- Speed has a crucial role to play in achieving safer journeys for all road users – still a  
 lot of work to be done in this area
- National Speed Management Plan is now out and work is progressing on the  
 development of a speed management guideline for RCA’s and those responsible for  
 setting speed limits.  Review of speed limit rule to be undertaken in 2015.
- Roads and roadsides also critical – especially the features for pedestrians and  
 cyclists

On KiwiRAP
- Urban KiwiRAP is being developed as part of a trial project involving Christchurch,  
 Dunedin, Tauranga and Auckland.  Includes an assessment for active road users  
 and intersections – enables targeting of resources to risk.  
- Early results show around 50% of crashes are on 5% of network

Jude Munroe on Active Transport

Jude Munroe was one of three excellent 
overseas speakers at the Trafinz Conference 
2014.

Jude was the Brisbane City Council CEO 
from 2000 to 2010.  
She is passionate about cities and regions; 
that they achieve their full potential and 
are operationally efficient. Jude is also 
committed to supporting the public sector 
and local democracy in action.  She delivered 
two presentations at Conference: 

Integration of Cycling into the Built 
Environment 
Her main message was that cycling as an 
active transport mode will not be taken 
up unless key issues are addressed. Good 
urban design and transport planning 
principles, strong advocacy, funding, and 
addressing the basic reasons why people 
don’t cycle all must be taken into account. 
City of Brisbane bucked the trend of a 
decline in bike commute to work across all 
Queensland major cities by providing new 
infrastructure that delivered safe, direct and 
connected routes. 
The share of all cycling trips for Brisbane 
work-related purposes increased 
significantly from 21% in 1992 to 36% in 2009. 
 
Active Transport links to Public Health
 She said that Australia is facing an obesity 
epidemic and an ageing population. 
Her presentation confronted the need to 
address these issues and tease out the 
strategies needed to break the lifestyle 
patterns of a wealthy country. 
Her conclusions were that both carrot and 
stick were needed.  The carrots were good 
public transport and active travel networks 
while the stick was a science- based long 
term campaign with a narrative that will be 
compelling and win support from key policy 
makers and include easy to understand 
healthy living messages for kids/adults.



TRAFINZ wishes to congratulate the following  Councils who were presented with Leadership Awards at the Conference Dinner in Auckland.

Sustainable Transport Leadership Award- New Plymouth District Council

New Plymouth was successful in gaining funding from NZTA in 2010 for the establishment of a model walking and cycling community and 
is working on multiple initiatives aimed to reach all parts of the community - including tourists.  Walking, cycling and public transport usage 
were all targeted under the banner “Let’s Go!”
An integrated approach using 3E’s was developed
 • To Enable  - via the provision of infrastructure,
 • To Educate  -  by providing skills training  ........... and finally
 • To Encourage  - through travel planning and events.  

Extensive monitoring systems were put in place and results are impressive:
 • A 5.5% increase in bus patronage in the last year,
 • A 35% increase in cycling between 2006 and 2013.  
 • And active travel programmes in place for 69% of schools

The Benefit cost calculated for one of the school travel planning programmes was  7.9.  

Resources developed in this project are being made available for use by others and the team are happy to share experiences, knowledge and 
even to provide training.

The Judges were impressed with the extensive range of activities undertaken as part of this project and felt that there were many 
opportunities for this approach to be adopted and widely used throughout NZ.

Safety Leadership Award- Tauranga City Council

Tauranga Council, with Travel Safe volunteers, has developed a walking and cycling initiative aimed at reducing congestion and safety issues 
at the school gate. 

The combination of a Travel Smart Students programme and Kids can Ride programme has seen over 28 schools participate in projects that 
aim to foster the natural love of active transport modes that all children have.

The programme works closely with the community and senior (year 5 and 6) students to tailor packages for delivery into their community.  

The Kids Can Ride team have provided Level 2 cycle skills training to over 9000 Year 5 and 6 students.

The Celebration at end of year is also a major highlight for participants – with an Orange Day parade in the city streets attracting over 350 
students and providing a unique opportunity to share their work and messages with their community.

Probably one of the greatest measures of success for this programme is that schools proactively seek involvement and some are now booking 
into the programme a year in advance.

This community development approach can be widely used throughout NZ and will contribute to greater adoption of active modes by creating 
skilled and supportive communities who not only feel safe, but are safe.

Vice President John Gottler presenting awards to New Plymouth and Tauranga representatives 5

LEADERSHIP AWARDS 
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WORLD TRAFFIC SNIPPETS

ICELAND LONDON

Signs in Iceland

Iceland is a unique country, with a global 
profile from volcanos that can disrupt air 
travel, large glaciers but a small population, 
about 225,000.  Tourism is very important 
to them and they have some unique traffic 
signs to get messages across.  The photo 
shows their take on “One Way Bridge 
Ahead”- sign and road marking.  It is just a 
warning sign; over to the drivers to sort out 
priority.

The road toll is low numerically, only 4 
deaths for 2014 to September when I visited, 
but then there are not many people.  Their 
roadside publicity for the road toll on the 
roadside coming into Reykjavik from the 
airport was striking- see photo.
Brian Hasell

Traffic in London

A View of London from the top of a double 
decker bus.

When I worked in London in the 70s I used 
to use buses or foot rather than the Tube for 
many journeys. The view was always better 
and sometimes the trip was just as quick, 
once you allowed for all the walking along 
station tunnels and up/down escalators.

Returning there earlier this month I found 
that central London has joined the trend 
to reducing or sharing road space in favour 
of pedestrians / cyclists and some very 
pleasant people places have been created.  
But, how about traffic congestion?   Based 
on a very small sample of trips on Thursday 
2 October I found traffic flow had certainly 
not improved and in some places seemed to 
be close to grid lock.

One example. I took a No 25 bus along 
Oxford Street to Bank.  First I had to buy an 
offpeak day ticket from a Tube Station as 
bus drivers no longer take cash. I climbed 
on, waved the card at the driver who 
seemed quite disinterested, and secured the 
favoured front seat upstairs. Away we went 
making good progress for the first 200 m and 
then crawled the rest of the way on Oxford 
Street, before speeding up through Holborn.  
At times, pedestrians and cyclists seemed to 
be reclaiming the whole of Oxford Street,(see 
photo) not just where the much publicised 
redesign has taken place at Oxford Circus, 
shown by presenters at the recent Trafinz 
Conference. We took about 50mins to cover 
the journey. The Tube would have been 2 
or 3 times as fast.  Oh well- perhaps traffic 
diversions from the Cross Rail work sites 
were to blame.  There is always something.

London traffic doesn’t change. If you want a 
quick journey take the Tube.
Brian Hasell
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COMMENTS ON GPS 2015

Comments on GPS 2015 –Engagement Draft
 
In August Trafinz provided comments to the Ministry of Transport on the Engagement Draft for the Government Policy Statement 
(GPS) on Land Transport 2015.  It will replace the current GPS on 1 July 2015, but will be issued earlier so that Councils and other 
transport planners can take it into account in their own planning. We are expecting the final version to be released later this year.

In summary,

 • TRAFINZ welcomes the increased clarity about strategic directions, objectives and long term results in GPS 2015 and supports  
 taking this further with targets to help with focus on specific results and to drive monitoring and reporting.   
 •TRAFINZ supports extending the supporting analysis in the GPS to cover future changes in transport technology, revenue  systems  
 and community aspirations.  In particular it would welcome greater recognition of the role of demand management.  It suggests that  
 a NZ Transport Strategy covering all land transport modes is needed to form a robust basis for Central Government and Council  
 funding of the entire land transport system.
 • TRAFINZ welcomes the continued emphasis on the need for a safe system, but is concerned that the future levels of funding  
 proposed need to be adequate to maintain the present trend of reducing numbers of deaths and serious injuries.  It is concerned that  
 the future resourcing of NZ Police and community based safety initiatives in particular is below the likely rate of inflation and argues  
 for an increase.
 •TRAFINZ supports the need to work to avoid effects on the environment by supporting activities and modes with a lower or  
 no impact, rather than just mitigating the effects of current transport systems. A more systematic approach to network resilience is  
 also suggested.
 • TRAFINZ is concerned at the use of qualifying statements in the GPS2015, in particular the phrase “at reasonable cost” with regard  
 to the road safety priority area and also the extension of cycle networks.  It suggests the qualifier should be deleted as it should apply  
 to the funding of all activities.
 • TRAFINZ welcomes the recognition of regional needs for funding important links and the creation of a new activity class.  Clarity is  
 needed to avoid overlap with other classes.

For more details of the Trafinz submission see http://trafinz.org.nz

CONFERENCE DINNER IMAGERY

click here

http://trafinz.org.nz%0D


WELCOME FUNCTION IMAGERY

click here
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https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ilz2qrnlspoa7ow/AAALRFqgALf8WIkulOeZbYlia%23/
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M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R M

N A M E  O F  A P P L I C A N T  O R G A N I S T I O N :

N A M E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E :

P O S I T I O N  T I T L E :

S I G N E D :

P O S T A L  A D D R E S S :

P O S I T I O N  T I T L E :

P H O N E :  

E M A I L :  

C E L L :  

C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S  F O R  A C C O U N T S :

M E M B E R S H I P  C L A S S :

C O N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  A G R E E M E N T :

Discussions at Trafinz meetings will often involve the sharing of information by attending parties that is not yet publicly available or 
policy.  This may include details of possible future national policies which are in the early stages of development and draft submissions 
on these polices. is provided on the basis that there are advantages to be gained from sharing the information and gaining feedback 
from Trafinz as an organisation representing the views of territorial local authorities and their communities. Confidentiality of this 
information is crucial and therefore any intending member must complete and abide by the following confidentiality agreement.

This application will be considered at the next Trafinz Executive meeting.   
If application is accepted a Membership Pack will be provided along with an invoice (as appropriate).

We (the intending member)                                                                                                        acknowledge and accept that any 
information relating to the development of possible national transport polices, rules and procedures becomes privy to 
in the course of or as a consequence of our membership shall be maintained in the strictest confidence and we shall 
not divulge/release or otherwise allow the information to be made known to any person/persons who otherwise are 
not eligible to partake of such information without first discussing the matter with the President or Vice President and 
where necessary gaining Trafinz Executive approval.

Please send completed form to:
Robyn Denton, Secretary/Treasurer Trafinz
C/o Hamilton City Council, City Transportation Unit, Private Bag 3010, Hamilton 3240.

/  I F  D I F F E R E N T  F R O M  A B O V E

/  R E F E R  O V E R L E A F



10

I N F O R M A T I O N  F O R  I N T E N D I N G  M E M B E R S

Trafinz financial year is 1 January – 31 December.  Membership fees are billed March of each year.

The NZ Traffic Institute Inc has been in existence since 1948 and has the following objectives:

1. To provide or advocate for public mobility including the planning provision and management of roads, public      

2. To promote the safe use of roads by all, through education, encouragement, engineering and enforcement.
3. To ensure the environmental impact of traffic movement is recognised and treated sensitively.
4. To ensure that the Ministry of Transport and New Zealand Transport Agency and their departments and 
partner agencies are aware of the needs of local authorities and their communities.

The Institutes membership comprises local and territorial authorities, crown agencies and consultants.  The 
Institutes strategic partners are Local Government NZ, MOT, SASTA, NZ Transport Agency, NZ Police and ACC.

Local Government members are represented by both elected members and technical staff.

transport and parking in a sustainable manner.

M E M B E R S H I P  C L A S S E S  A N D  A S S O C I A T E D  F E E S  2 0 1 4

No charge for first the year of membership for new Local Government members

Associates         

Corporates         

Strategic Local Government Stakeholders

Strategic Government Stakeholders

Learning Institutions

Life Members            

300,000 and above 4,000

3,000

2,000

2,000

100

1,000

exempt

exempt

1,000

250

750

500

200,000 and above

100,000 - 200,000

50,000 - 100,000

Up to 50,000

Not-for profit organisations

Consultants, contractors 

SASTA, Local Government NZ 

NZTA, NZ Police, MOT, ACC 

Eg University, Polytechnic 

Local Government Members 

Cities and Districts Authorities 
with Populations : 
    

Regional Councils: 

Cost ($)  GST exclusive


