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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  / S M A R T  L I N K S

I was at a recent event with international experts in seismic 
engineering. Talking afterwards about the balance between 
saving lives and saving buildings somebody said that we would 
obviously always choose to save lives before anything else. 

My response was to say that if that were really true we would 
manage our roads completely differently. Our road toll fell 
progressively until 2013, but in the last 4 years it has steadily 
risen.  As I write 338 people died on our roads in the last 12 
months; mothers, fathers, sons, daughters, partners, loved 
ones. Over 12,000 people were injured. Are all those deaths and 
injuries inevitable  - written in  stone by the hand of fate? We all 
know the answer is emphatically ‘no’. We look at leading safety 
nations where the per capita road toll is less than half of ours. 
They operate a Safe System approach, and are determined 
to reduce road trauma. We haven’t yet got that determination 
despite Safe Systems being the cornerstone of the national 
Safer Journeys Strategy.

We are all familiar with the four pillars of Safer Journeys – safer 
road users, safer vehicles, safer roads and roadsides, and safer 
speeds. 

There has been excellent progress towards safer road users with 
initiatives in driver licensing and drink driving. Initiatives such 
as Rightcar encourage purchase of safer vehicles but there is a 
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long long way to go to overcome the safety costs of an elderly 
national vehicle fleet. 

In our March submission on the latest Government Policy 
Statement we again advocated for more investment in safe 
roads and roadsides, and that the GPS includes a specific road 
safety engineering ‘bucket’ as well as the existing buckets for 
road safety promotion and road safety enforcement. Why are 
safe roads left out and become a mere subset of wider roading 
investment in faster, higher capacity roads?  In this newsletter 
we welcome the long awaited national speed limit guide. We 
know that when it comes to speed limit setting, politics often 
trumps physics and evidence. We hope the new speed limit 
setting process will leave politicians refusing to set appropriate 
safe speed limits with some serious explaining to do. Likewise 
if there are safer engineering options available and they are 
declined, those will potentially be very interesting health and 
safety issues!     

In our view if we did the right things, the brave things, with the 
tools and knowledge we have available right now, we could 
very quickly halve the numbers of people killed and injured on 
New Zealand roads. Now that would be showing my friend at 
the earthquake building event that we truly value human life. 

As always we at TRAFINZ would be delighted if you want to 
play a part in a safer, more efficient, more sustainable transport 
system. Please get in touch.



The NZ Transport Agency is inviting 
submissions on the draft Land Transport 
Rule: Setting of Speed Limits [2017]. 
The proposed Rule would replace Land 
Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2003. 

Trafinz is pleased to see progress with 
the new Rule and strongly supports 
the principles underpinning the new 
methodology.  We intend to prepare a 
submission in conjunction with Local 
Government NZ and the RCA Forum and 
welcome your comments for possible 
inclusion.  Setting speed limits can be a 
contentious matter in communities. There 
are concerns about the way the process 
operates now. Do you have a view on the 
way the provisions in the new Rule will be 
implemented?  Are there other matters that 
need consideration?

The public consultation (yellow) draft, which 
includes an explanatory overview, together 
with Questions and Answers, is available 
on the Transport Agency’s website at: www.
nzta.govt.nz/setting-of-speed-limits-rule. 
The methodology for setting speed limits 
and managing speed will be based on new 
technology and data. This is outlined in the 
Speed Management Guide- also available 
on the Transport Agency website.  
Some of the changes proposed are:

• For roads with existing speed limits over 
50km/h the intention is to move gradually 
to 20 kph increments, that is 60, 80 or 
100km/h limits.  Default limits remain 
at 50 (urban) and 100 km/h (rural). Road 
Controlling Authorities will be encouraged 
to target speed management changes 
to areas with the highest safety and 
efficiency benefit opportunities.
• Allowance is made for a new maximum 
speed of 110km/h on the very best 
engineered roads. These roads will need 
to meet certain criteria, including at least 
two lanes in each direction separated 
by a median barrier. Trucks and vehicles 
with trailers will still be restricted to 90 
km/h.
• Road controlling authorities will be 
allowed to implement emergency speed 
limits following a crisis, such as an 
earthquake or storm. 
• There will be more flexible provisions 
for the placement of repeater speed limit 
signs.

According to the UN and the World Health 
Organisation, more than 5,000 pedestrians 
are killed on the world’s roads each week. 
Many of those killed are children walking 
to and from schools. In New Zealand, child 
pedestrian injuries are a leading cause of 
traffic related child deaths (31% of child traffic 
deaths). However elderly pedestrians are 
at greatest risk in New Zealand with thirty 
percent of pedestrians killed between 2006 
and 2015 aged over 65 despite being only 
13% of the population. The escalating road 
toll among older pedestrians is a worldwide 
phenomenon. And the picture for those in 
the middle is now looking less rosy.  

But what can we do about it? Quite a lot 
actually as Wellington and Auckland case 
studies will show. Come and hear what 
is happening at the next Trafinz half day 
workshop in Wellington on Wednesday 21 
June.  Venue yet to be confirmed.

Please register your interest with 
Susan.Lilley@dcc.govt.nz
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SETTING OF SPEED LIMITS 
RULE - your views invited

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY 
WORKSHOP 
– Are we safe out there? 

NEWS AND VIEWS
The proposed changes will contribute to a 
better and safer driving experience on New 
Zealand roads. They are part of the Transport 
Agency’s commitment to the Safer Journeys 
strategy.

Please send your comments and 
contributions for the Trafinz submission 
to our Executive Officer Brian Hasell at 
hasellconsulting@snap.net.nz as soon 
as possible. You may also wish to submit 
on behalf of your organisation or as an 
individual. Submissions close at 5pm on 16 
June 2017

Mexico City - happy chaos

http://www.nzta.govt.nz/about-us/consultations/setting-of-speed-limits-rule/
http://www.nzta.govt.nz/about-us/consultations/setting-of-speed-limits-rule/
mailto:Susan.Lilley%40dcc.govt.nz?subject=
mailto:hasellconsulting%40snap.net.nz?subject=
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The Trafinz AGM was held in Wellington on 
6 April 2017.

The President’s report highlighted a 
successful year, making important 
contributions through submissions and 
meeting on topical matters such as speed 
management, vehicle dimensions and 
loading, and vulnerable users.  The 2016 
Conference was the best attended in recent 
times with good feedback from national and 
international attendees.

The following were elected for 2017:

President 
Andy Foster

Vice President 
John Gottler

Secretary 
Susan Lilley

Treasurer 
Robyn Denton

Executive 
Councillor Leo Tooman (Hamilton)
Ngaire Atmore (SASTA)
Paul Barker (Wellington)
Ryan Rolston (Christchurch)
Martin Parkes (Tauranga)
Rachel Cook (Waikato Region)
Ellen Blake (Living Streets)
Neil Trotter (Kapiti)
Margaret Parfitt (Nelson)
Glenn Bunting (NZTA)
Andrew Bell (Auckland Transport)
Peter McKennie (NZ Police)

Trafinz recently hosted a Local Government 
Workshop on Digital Disruption in Transport.  
We heard speakers from MOT, NZTA and 
Auckland Transport describe the ways their 
organisations were responding to a rapidly 
evolving scene.  All agreed that changes 
were inevitable as transport users get 
increased access to quality and timely data 
about their journeys.  

68th AGM

DIGITAL DISRUPTION IN 
TRANSPORT

CONT. P4 

The 2017 Trafinz Conference will challenge 
how our communities can utilise 
multimodal road space better- to serve 
the transport needs of people, goods and 
services. It will explore land use integration 
and development in the digital future, 
enhancing choice, public health, safety 
and efficiency.  There will be a great line-up 
of speakers from NZ and overseas with a 
focus on people’s needs, such as mobility 
issues facing our aging population.  Further 
information on the programme will be 
released on the conference website 
www.trafinz.org.nz/conferences/2017/
and registration will open in July.   Put it in 
your diary NOW>

As with previous conferences there will be a 
full programme of field trips and visits.  The 
Nelson/ Tasman Region has a reputation as 
a walking and cycling mecca.  There will be 
guided bike trips on the Great Taste trail and 
for those who enjoy something a bit steeper, 
the Dun mountain bike ride. Pack your bike 
or hire one when you are there.

TRAFINZ CONFERENCE NELSON 8-10 NOVEMBER 2017 

One of the field trips will look at the Queen 
Street Upgrade project which will be well 
advanced at conference time.   This exciting 
$12M Tasman DC project began as a 
stormwater upgrade in response to flooding 
but has progressed to be a full upgrade of 
the urban form in the main street of the 
Richmond CBD.  An important focus of the 
project has been on providing an accessible 
environment for all users and planning 
for the future aged population.  This has 
involved working with organisations that 
represent and understand the needs of 
people with disabilities. The inverted road 
profile acts as a secondary stormwater flow 
path with a proposed 30 km/hr speed limit. 
A significant challenge during construction 
is finding a balance between construction 
productivity and minimising disruption to 
existing businesses and their clients.

The welcome function will be held at the 
iconic Boathouse.  Watch the sunset over 
the beautiful vista of Nelson harbour.

http://trafinz.org.nz/conferences/2017

Boathouse from the water high tide

Proposed Queens/ Cambridge Intersection

http://www.trafinz.org.nz/conferences/2017/
http://trafinz.org.nz/conferences/2017
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There are real opportunities for the 
development of new Apps to help users take 
advantage of the data collected by NZTA and 
other RCAs and these will encourage mode 
and time shifting of their journeys.

NZTA have decided to focus their work in 
this area with a new post in their new Senior 
Leadership structure. Martin McMullan 
has been appointed as Connected Journey 
Solutions Director and he is  working on 
establishing a digital platform that enables 
mobility as a service (MaaS).  His team will 
be encouraging software developers to take 
advantage of the Agency’s data on transport 
systems and their live feed of data on traffic 
conditions on the road network.  All this data 
will be free and the emphasis will be on 
maximising its use.  Later in the year there 
will be demonstration projects in various 
urban networks.  Watch this space!

Auckland Transport is also working on 
ways that better inform drivers so that they 
change their behaviours.  They want to 
encourage drivers onto T3 lanes or to use 
car- pooling by supplying information on the 
alternatives in real time.  The increased use 

CONT. of alternative modes along with the time 
shifting of trips is seen as a very important 
part of the development of the Auckland 
Transport Alignment Project (ATAP).

The Ministry of Transport considered 
the potential impact of some of the 
transformational changes likely to affect 
transport in the future, such as Autonomous 
vehicles, Connected vehicles, Electric 
vehicles, Shared transport, MaaS and 
Variable pricing.  These technologies have 
the potential to bring a range of exciting 
benefits -  for example less congestion, 
better access, better safety, lower emissions 

FROM THE COUNCILS

and the freeing up of urban space.  The 
Ministry is keen to further its understanding 
and quantification of these impacts to 
help inform the development of future 
policy. In addition, it is keen to understand 
the cumulative impacts of technologies 
when considered together on transport 
outcomes, rather than in isolation, and the 
transition issues as take-up increases. The 
government’s work on intelligent transport 
system technologies is set out in the 
Intelligent Transport Systems Action Plan, 
which is currently in the process of being 
reviewed.

The M2PP Expressway commenced 
construction in 2014 and was opened to 
traffic in the early hours of the morning on 
24th February. The new road provides an 
18km long, 4 lane expressway between 
Raumati South and Peka Peka running 
through the centre of the Kapiti Coast 
community. The road is provided with 
full grade separated interchanges at 
Paraparaumu and Waikanae and crosses 
the Waikanae River via a new 180m long 
bridge. The new road cost approximately 
$630M dollars to construct and forms the 
first part of the Northern Corridor Road 
of National Significance (RoNS) from 
Wellington to Levin. The road features 
an end to end off road shared walkway, 
cycleway and in some parts bridleway 
running from Raumati South to Peka Peka.  
It replaces the former SH1 route which 
becomes a local road.

KAPITI EXPRESSWAY OPENS

CONT. P5 

Image courtesy of Mark Coote
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Prior to opening to traffic, the Mackays to 
Peka Peka Expressway “officially opened” 
on the 16th February with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony attended by the Minister for 
Transport, local MP Nathan Guy and local 
dignitaries. This was followed by an open 
day on the 18th February where the public 
were allowed access to the expressway 
before it formally opened to traffic.

Kapiti Coast District Council has been fully 
involved in the planning and construction 
of the new road being represented on the 
alliance board for this project. This was a 
request from Council right at the start of the 
project given the major interfaces with the 
local road network and the significant effects 
on much of the local community. This effort 
has been recently recognised where Kapiti 
Council won gold in the BERL Collaborative 
Government in Action Award category at 
the 2017 McGredy Winder SOLGM Local 
Government Excellence Awards. The award 
recognises outstanding results that have 
been achieved through local authorities 
working with other government agencies.

Success of the expressway on the ground 
has also been evident by the enthusiastic 
reaction of the motorists using the new 
road and those who have used the off road 
facilities. Such has been the impact of the 
positive reaction that NZTA are planning to 
continue the off-road shared facility north. 
This will likely run alongside the full length of 
the next section of the RoNS, the Peka Peka 
to Otaki Expressway, which is due to start 
construction this year and be completed in 
2020.

CONT. 

Image courtesy of Mark Coote

On Friday 7 April Transport Minister Simon 
Bridges, Mayor Andrew King and visiting 
dignitaries and guests joined residents 
and local students at Norris Ward Park in 
Hamilton to celebrate the opening of the 
Western Rail Trail.

The multi-million dollar 2.7km shared 
pathway is one of the key projects in the 
city’s Biking Plan and is expected to have 
hundreds of users daily as it links Hamilton’s 
south western suburbs of Glenview, Melville, 
and Deanwell, with Hamilton Girls’ High 
School, the Wintec City Campus and the city 
centre. 

HAMILTON WESTERN RAIL 
TRAIL OPEN

Thumbs Up

Ramps

CONT. P6 
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CONT. 

Skink Release Group

A lovely moment alongside the Western Rail Trail as some tiny residents are returned, with 
a few extras!  As part of the ecological work around the Trail, 15 Copper Skinks were carefully 
removed from the construction zone. The skinks had babies and so a total of 23 of the sleek 
creatures were returned to specially constructed habitats.

This will be an exciting opportunity for those 
involved in transport, health, urban design 
and local government to explore our theme 
of ‘how to make New Zealand a world 
leading walking place’ including:

For more information: click here
28 July 2017 in Wellington 

New Members are most welcome.  

Please note that a new class of 
membership has been created in 
response to an expressed desire for 
smaller consultancies to get involved with 
Trafinz and take advantage of Members 
conference rates. Small is defined as a total 
staff of up to 50.  If this is you please make 
contact. It will be a sub set of the Corporate 
classification with an annual subscription 
of $250. 

There is a Membership Form at the end of 
this Newsletter or see our website 
http://www.trafinz.org.nz/about/

NEW ZEALAND 
WALKING SUMMIT

JOIN TRAFINZ 
NOW

Hamilton has already built over 150kms of its 
cycling network and the completion of this 
shared pathway will be a valuable addition 
to this network and will help to establish 
biking as an integral part of the area’s 
transport network.

City Transport Manager Jason Harrison says 
the the Western Rail Trail will be a great new 
community asset “The trail is a fantastic 
asset, not just for commuters and visitors, 
but also for the more than 1600 students 
within 500 metres of the route. It features a 
rail history theme and interpretive signage 
exploring Frankton’s heritage, landscaping, 
lighting along the trail and drinking 
fountains, rubbish bins, bike fix-it stations, 
seating and tables,” 
The trail is a jointly funded project between 
Hamilton City Council, NZ Transport Agency 
and the Urban Cycleways Programme.

Kids on the rail trail 

• break-out sessions to create new 
opportunities and share best practices
•“why can’t we walk” Ben Wooliscroft is 
our featured speaker to inspire walking 
champions from across 
New Zealand
• with September’s election looming this 
is the time to hear from political parties 
on how they will make our towns and 
cities Walking Places, and what we want 
from them
•and a word from the walking world in 
Australia and the UK, also an NZ panel.

http://www.livingstreets.org.nz/node/4972
http://www.trafinz.org.nz/about/
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M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R M

N A M E  O F  A P P L I C A N T  O R G A N I S T I O N :

N A M E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E :

P O S I T I O N  T I T L E :

S I G N E D :

P O S T A L  A D D R E S S :

P O S I T I O N  T I T L E :

P H O N E :  

E M A I L :  

C E L L :  

C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S  F O R  A C C O U N T S :

M E M B E R S H I P  C L A S S :

C O N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  A G R E E M E N T :

Discussions at Trafinz meetings will often involve the sharing of information by attending parties that is not yet publicly available or 
policy.  This may include details of possible future national policies which are in the early stages of development and draft submissions 
on these policies is provided on the basis that there are advantages to be gained from sharing the information and gaining feedback 
from Trafinz as an organisation, representing the views of territorial local authorities and their communities. Confidentiality of this 
information is crucial and therefore any intending member must complete and abide by the following confidentiality agreement.

This application will be considered at the next Trafinz Executive meeting.   
If application is accepted a Membership Pack will be provided along with an invoice (as appropriate).

We (the intending member)                                                                                                        acknowledge and accept that any 
information relating to the development of possible national transport polices, rules and procedures becomes privy to 
in the course of or as a consequence of our membership shall be maintained in the strictest confidence and we shall 
not divulge/release or otherwise allow the information to be made known to any person/persons who otherwise are 
not eligible to partake of such information without first discussing the matter with the President or Vice President and 
where necessary gaining Trafinz Executive approval.

Please send completed form to:
Susan Lilley , Secretary, Trafinz
C/o Dunedin City Council 
 email: Susan.Lilley@dcc.govt.nz

/  I F  D I F F E R E N T  F R O M  A B O V E

/  R E F E R  O V E R L E A F

mailto:Susan.Lilley%40dcc.govt.nz?subject=


Cities and Districts Authorities 
with populations : 
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I N F O R M A T I O N  F O R  I N T E N D I N G  M E M B E R S

Trafinz financial year is 1 January – 31 December.  Membership fees are billed March of each year.

The NZ Traffic Institute Inc has been in existence since 1948 and has the following objectives:

1. To provide or advocate for public mobility including the planning provision and management of roads, public      

2. To promote the safe use of roads by all, through education, encouragement, engineering and enforcement.
3. To ensure the environmental impact of traffic movement is recognised and treated sensitively.
4. To ensure that the Ministry of Transport and New Zealand Transport Agency and their departments and  
 partner agencies are aware of the needs of local authorities and their communities.

The Institutes membership comprises local and territorial authorities, crown agencies and consultants.  The 
Institutes strategic partners are Local Government NZ, MOT, SASTA, NZ Transport Agency, NZ Police and ACC.

Local Government members are represented by both elected members and technical staff.

transport and parking in a sustainable manner.

M E M B E R S H I P  C L A S S E S  A N D  A S S O C I A T E D  F E E S  2 0 1 7

No charge for the first year of membership for new Local Government members

Associates         

Corporates (Consultants, contractors)
         

Strategic Local Government Stakeholders

Strategic Government Stakeholders

Learning Institutions

Life Members 

300,000 and above 4,000

3,000

2,000

2,000

100

250
1,000

exempt

exempt

1,000

250

750

500

200,000 and above

100,000 - 200,000

50,000 - 100,000

Up to 50,000

Not-for profit organisations

employing up to 50 people
employing 50 people or more

SASTA, Local Government NZ 

NZTA, NZ Police, MOT, ACC 

Eg University, Polytechnic 

Local Government Members 

Regional Councils: 

Cost ($)  GST exclusive


