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The numbers…..
2015

90 579 2,608
Deaths Serious injuries Minor injuries

• Young drivers over represented in crashes at night, and on roads over 70km/hr
• DSI’s occur on urban roads (particularly arterials)
• Alcohol/drugs, speed, loss of control, inexperience are common crash factors





Actions within the Safe System

• General improvements to roads and 
roadsides

• Smart technology

• Licensing and testing improvements    
(e.g. Mangere Young Driver Project, Transport Agencies 
‘Drive’ Programme)

• Safer vehicles (ESC)

• Lower BACs



What other factors may interact with young 
driver safety? 

•Applying systems-thinking to young driver safety
• Moving beyond the ‘driver-centric’ approach mapping the 

multiple actors, interactions at various levels (Scott-Parker et al 2016)

• In-depth analysis of crash reports
• Deep understanding of the social context of fatal crashes 

(Pilkington et al 2014)



What other factors may interact with  young 
driver safety? 

• Concepts of population health
• Determinants of health (or injury)

• Equity – equal outcomes across 
populations or groups

• Primary prevention in groups of people

• Collective action or collaboration



Looking outside the ‘driving realm’…
Example 1

• Reducing exposure…?

• What’s the effect of improving Public Transport systems and 
networks? 

• OECD Young Driver Safety Report
• Young Driver Education Guidelines
• University of Otago led Study – Shaping Cities for Youth (Dr Alex 

Macmillan)

• How will uber, AV, and cycling trends impact on young drivers 
risks? How can these trends be leveraged?



•How do general alcohol/drug policies interact 
with young driver risks?
• Mutual societal benefits

• Cross-sector collaboration

Young Driver Alcohol/drugs and speed 
involvement in Fatal crashes (2001-2015)

Looking outside the ‘driving realm’…
Example 2



Implications….



Young Male drivers

•Why Young Male Drivers

Of all young drivers (15–24 years old) involved in 
fatal crashes between 2013 and 2015, 79 percent 
were male. 

Males accounted for 70 percent of young drivers 
involved in serious injury crashes and 63 percent 
of those involved in minor injury crashes over the 
same period.
Source: MOT Young drivers crash facts 2016



What other factors may interact with young 
driver risk? 

• Risk taking behaviour in young men – sensation seeking propensity and 
driving anger in the prediction of unsafe driving. Dahlen, E. R., & White, R. P. (2006). 
The Big Five factors, sensation seeking, and driving anger in the prediction of unsafe driving. Personality and Individual 
Differences, 41(5), 903-915. 

• Other outlets - adventure sport, focus on activities with high perceived 
risk, low actual risk

• Socio-ecological model
• Crash/near crash rates among novice teenagers were 75% lower in the 

presence of adult passengers and 96% higher among those teenagers 
with risky friends. Source: Simons-Morton et al 2011. The effect of passengers and risk-taking friends on risky driving and 
crashes/near crashes among novice teenagers. Journal of Adolescent Health, 49(6), pp.587-593.




