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Men playing on a beach (France). Ca. 1910. 
Credit: adoc-photos / Contributor 
Editorial #: 526781742 
Collection: Corbis Historical 
Men playing on a beach (France). Ca. 1910. (Photo by 
adoc-photos/Corbis via Getty Images) 
 

Turning Road Safety Education on its Head 



RSE and behaviour change 
a dominant discourse of risk 

Health promotion with young people has largely 
been framed by theories of behaviour change to 
target ‘unsafe’, ‘unhealthy’ and/or ‘risky’ 
behaviours.  
 
These theories and models seek to encourage 
the development in young people of reasoned, 
rational and risk-aware personal strategies.  

 
 

Montero and Kelly (2016) 
Young People and the Aesthetics of Health Promotion: Beyond Reason, Rationality and Risk 

  



The Delivery Model 
knowledge | skills | attitudes | behaviours 

Bangladesh 
Credit: Thomas Trutschel/ Contributor 
Editorial #: 528086724 
Collection: Photothek 
KHULNA, BANGLADESH - APRIL 11: A man transports 
oil barrels with his rickshaw on April 11, 2016 in 
Khulna, Bangladesh. (Photo by Thomas 
Trutschel/Photothek via Getty Images) 



audience 

Child Audience 
Credit: Fred Morley / Stringer 
Editorial #: 3400042 
Collection: Hulton Archive 
24th August 1951: Schoolchildren watching a 
road safety film at Battersea park, London. 
(Photo by Fred Morley/Fox Photos/Getty 
Images) 



knowledge 

Road Sense 
Credit: Fox Photos / Stringer 
Editorial #: 3163596 
Collection: Hulton Archive 
June 1936: Schoolchildren at Becket Street 
School in Leeds during a road safety lesson. 
(Photo by Fox Photos/Getty Images) 



skill 

Schoolchildren Practice Road Safety 
Credit: Hulton Deutsch / Contributor 
Editorial #: 613492412 
Collection: Corbis Historical 
Pupils at a Nelson junior school practice road 
safety procedures in the playground. A young 
policeman directs mothers across a pedestrian 
crossing complete with operational lights 
designed by Roland Greenwood, of the Bridley 
Education Committee. (Photo by © Hulton-
Deutsch Collection/CORBIS/Corbis via Getty 
Images) 



will 

Teenagers who have committed motoring offences taking 
a road safety course April 1975 
Credit: Mirrorpix / Contributor 
Editorial #: 592345122 
Collection: Mirrorpix 
Teenagers who have committed motoring offences taking a 
road safety course April 1975 (Photo by 
WATFORD/Mirrorpix/Mirrorpix via Getty Images) 



thrill 

Volume 2, Page 130, Picture 9. People in 
costume, one as an alligator, and two wearing 
witch doctor+s outfits cross a pedestrian 
crossing in front of a bus. 
Credit: Popperfoto / Contributor 
Editorial #: 78949235 
Collection: Popperfoto 
Volume 2, Page 130, Picture 9, People in 
costume, one as an alligator, and two wearing 
witch doctor+s outfits cross a pedestrian 
crossing in front of a bus (Photo by 
Popperfoto/Getty Images) 



When myths become “everybody knows” 

Daredevils Playing Tennis on a Biplane 
Credit: Bettmann / Contributor 
Editorial #: 517320120 
Collection: Bettmann 
(Original Caption) Gladys Roy, who gets her fun 
out of doing unusual things with airplanes, also 
likes to play tennis. Ivan Unger (member of the 
'Flying Black Hats') is her opponent. Frank 
Tomac is the pilot who keeps the plane at 
3,000 feet. The only problem with this match is 
trying to retrieve a ball after it has bounced off 
the wing of the plane and plunged a few 
thousand feet. 



RSE and choice and risk 
If we can imagine that danger, harm and 
excitement are experienced, felt and engaged with 
differently at different times in different contexts 
by different individuals and groups  
 
… then we must acknowledge that choice and risks 
only make sense in contexts, spaces and 
relationships that are always ambivalent and 
ambiguous; always complex and multiple 

 
 

Montero and Kelly (2016) 
Young People and the Aesthetics of Health Promotion: Beyond Reason, Rationality and Risk 

  



“demographics” 
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Planned Impulsive Intuitive 



Normalising risky behaviour 

Deptford Kids 
Credit: Reg Lancaster / Stringer 
Editorial #: 3135971 
Collection: Hulton Archive 
17th January 1973: A group of teenage boys 
leaning against a wall in Deptford. (Photo by 
Reg Lancaster/Express/Getty Images) 



Social theories and approaches to 
knowledge production  

Explore the aesthetic and affective dimensions 
of young people’s engagement with issues such 
as road safety, sexualities, alcohol and drug use, 
and physical and mental health and well-being. 
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Questioning assumptions in  
outdoor education 

Sea School Hike 
Credit: Haywood Magee / Stringer 
Editorial #: 3249370 
Collection: Picture Post 
18th June 1949: A party from the Outward Bound School at 
Aberdovey are due to complete a cross country hike from 
Barmouth back to the school as part of the toughening-up 
procedure. Original Publication: Picture Post - 4815 - A Sea 
School's Hike - pub. 1949 (Photo by Haywood Magee/Picture 
Post/Getty Images) 

Risk taking, pushing students outside their comfort zone and transfer to ‘everyday life’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gettyimages.co.nz/search/2/image?artist=Haywood%20Magee&family=editorial


Participatory Model for RSE 

The use of the Transport Agency’s approach 
means that nowadays young people are far 

more likely to be the active participants 
collaborating with others to construct the safer 
journey narratives that matter in their 
communities.  



Transport Agency WORKING WITH Schools 
. 

To create resources, competitions and the 
gaming for social good initiative based on: 
 

  current learning theory,  
  knowledge of effective pedagogy,  
  notions of citizenship education 

 



Aligned with what we want  
for our young people 

New 
Zealand 

Curriculum 

Planned to develop: 
confident  
connected  
actively involved  
life long learners 



Teach this through citizenship with 
safer journeys as a commons 

 

Teach to develop: 
democratic imagination,  

motivation and 

 involvement 

 
Hayward 2012 

Citizenship 



The young person citizen 
[I belong – I matter – I make a difference – I have a voice] 



Citizenship  
Personally responsible 

citizens: 

Participatory citizens: Justice oriented citizens: 

• act responsibly 

• obey rules and laws 

• volunteer 

• take skilled and active role in 

groups that work for the 

common good 

• know effective strategies for 

collaborative action 

• seek social justice, equity, human 

rights and moral rightness 

• take skilled action for social change 

• know effective strategies for 

changing existing practice 

Westheimer and Kahne (2004) What kind of citizen? The politics of educating for democracy. 



What is your local transport system like? 
Is it safe - affordable - comfortable – flexible – easy – low stress - accessible  

– environmentally, socially, economically and culturally sustainable? 

 

Your 
transport 

system 



  Surface – on which 
(or through) the 
vehicle moves 

 Vehicle – container for 
people /goods with 
some kind of motive 
power 

 Operations plan – 
procedures by which 
vehicles are moved – 
schedules timetable 
control systems  

 

Children with a go-cart, 1934. 
Credit: Daily Herald Archive / Contributor 
Editorial #: 102730583 
Collection: SSPL 
UNITED KINGDOM - DECEMBER 21: Children 
with a go-cart, 1934. A photograph of children 
playing in a London street with a pedal car, 
taken by George Woodbine for the Daily 
Herald newspaper on 7 May, 1934. Two little 
boys admire their friend's pedal car. This 
photograph has been selected from the Daily 
Herald Archive, a collection of over three 
million photographs. The archive holds work of 
international, national and local importance by 
both staff and agency photographers. (Photo 
by Daily Herald Archive/SSPL/Getty Images) 

http://www.gettyimages.co.nz/search/2/image?artist=Daily%20Herald%20Archive&family=editorial


Thinking about  
the past, present and future 

What could or 
should our transport 
system be like? 

Our future 
transport 

system 



https://education.nzta.govt.nz/resources 

https://education.nzta.govt.nz/resources
https://education.nzta.govt.nz/resources

